
[image: image2.jpg]Eallie 3

¢
CO X
I

International Civilian Office
EU Special Representative






News Release
Number: 26/2009

Release: Immediate 




Date:  15 September 2009
Contact: Andy McGuffie + 377 (0) 44 509 536
ICR DECLARES FOUR NEW MUNICIPALITIES READY FOR ESTABLISHMENT
The International Civilian Representative (ICR), Pieter Feith, today announced that three of Kosovo's new municipalities and one expanded municipality are ready to be established as soon as possible following the local elections on November 15, 2009. 

Pursuant to his responsibilities under the Comprehensive Status Proposal, Mr Feith has determined that in the new municipalities of Graçanicë/Gračanica, Kllokot-Vërbovc/Klokot-Vrbovac, Ranillug/Ranilug and the expanded Novobërdë/Novo Brdo preparations will have been completed. 

Commenting, Pieter Feith said:

“I have today informed the President of the Republic of Kosovo that in these three new municipalities and one expanded municipality, preparations will have been completed so that they will be functional after the 15 November 2009 elections.  

“The establishment of these new municipalities is an important step forward in the realisation of rights for the Kosovo Serbian community and in their integration into a single system of local government in Kosovo. These municipalities will enjoy the same competencies as all others in Kosovo, and will take on some enhanced competencies including the protection of religious and cultural heritage and the appointment of local police commanders.  

“I hope that citizens of these new municipalities will take the future into their own hands and go out and vote on November 15 2009. This is the best way to empower your community. I also stress that where preparations for establishing new municipalities have not been advanced, citizens will of course be able to vote in their existing municipality on November 15 this year. No one will lose his or her right to vote. 
“I look forward to further progress on the continuing decentralization process in Partesh/Parteš and Mitrovicë/Mitrovica North where, due to the state of preparations, I understand that, according to the law, elections will be held no later than six months after 16 November 2009.”
End
Notes to editors

1. Under Annex III, Article 12, section 12.1 of the Comprehensive Status Proposal, the Kosovo authorities and the International Civilian Representative shall take all necessary preparations to ensure that by the time of local elections, resources, properties and administrative structures required for the establishment and functioning of the new municipalities have been allocated and established. 

2. As part of the wider programme of local government reform in Kosovo, five new municipalities and one expanded municipality are to be created. See http://www.ks-gov.net/mapl/ for further details.    
3. Appointees to the municipal preparation teams can be seen at www.ico-kos.org in the section Key Documents/Decisions.
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