KARADZIC WILL BE PUT ON TRIAL, 
BUT WHO WILL PROSECUTE THE PROJECT?  

The third in the series of seminars within the project “Capacitating Young Decision Makers: a Regional Program” that is being realized with the assistance of Balkan Trust for Democracy, a project of the US German Marshall Fund  

Srebrenica, October 9-11, 2009

 “Everything can be rerun except for life itself, and that’s why one has to live it decently and respect other people. Hatred is not inherent, it’s created.” These were the words one of “Mothers of Srebrenica,” a woman whose son was killed by infamous “Scorpions,” addressed to participants in the seminar the Helsinki Committee organized in Srebrenica in mid-October. Meeting and talking with women and mothers from Srebrenica left not a single one of them indifferent. They were deeply impressed by the Potocari Memorial Center and the Memorial Chamber housing personal belongings of the killed, but even more so with the discussion they had in the House of Trust.
Here are some quotes from participants and women of Srebrenica: “Listening about Srebrenica on TV or reading about it cannot be compared with finding yourself face to face with someone whose dearest have been murdered;” “I don’t know how I would react if someone close to me had been killed;” “I am listening and would rather not speak up;” “I think they are right – they need not compassion but truth and justice. They need them the same as we do;” “I know these things are hard to talk about, but just imagine what our feelings could be – some of us are still waiting for proper burial of our sons, brothers and husbands. We cannot find peace. We might find it only when we die or perish away.” Asked by a participant about her reaction to the trial of Radovan Karadzic, one of the mothers said, “True, they will put Karadzic on trial, but who will prosecute the project? They should better release him and try the project instead. The war has stopped, the killing has stopped, but we are still living in 1990s. We cannot change the past but can do more so that it never repeats itself. I believe you’ve come here because you want no one to go through what we have.”
After the discussion with “Mothers of Srebrenica” organizers somewhat departed from the planned program wishing to make the best of the presence of Ms. Jagoda Gregulska in charge of the Srebrenica-seated branch of the Research Documentation Center from Sarajevo. Presently working on her doctorial thesis titled “The Policy of Memory in Srebrenica,” Ms. Gregulska gladly accepted the invitation to speak to the participants about construction of collective memory, its filtering and landscape, the significance of the Memorial Center for fostering national identity, dogmatization, de-contextualization and localization of evil. Over the ensuing workshop the participants from Vojvodina numbered personalities, memorable dates and symbols of significance for creation of regional, Vojvodina’s identity.
The planned meeting with representatives of local self-government, planned for the third day, had to be postponed due to their busy schedules. However, the participants had the opportunity to see the documentary “Informative Talk” by Namik Kabila. In the documentary, the author was searching for answers to the question, “When did the war begin for you?” The people he interviewed provided a variety of responses – “When we had nothing to eat,” “When I was sent to the frontline,” “When my brother was killed,” etc. However, all the interviews indicate that transitional processes are suppressing memories of the war. People even seem to remember the war with some nostalgia by saying, “I shall never ever be 25 again” or “People used to help one another at the time, no one bothered about social strata you were coming from, and now – one man is a wolf to another.”
At the end of the second day of the seminar, all the participants joined a birthday party as one of them turned 19 that day.
Evaluating the effects of the seminar, most participants expressed regret that the project was coming to close. Some of them suggested that project activities should continue – at least in the form of another seminar that would assemble all the participants so far and last longer than three days: three days are not enough, they take. Young people from Vojvodina took with them deepest memories about the pleasant atmosphere of the seminar, hospitality of the employees of the House of Trust, good movies and lectures, friendliness of young resident of Srebrenica joining them for the seminars, the Memorial Center and knew knowledge they had gained.
Young people from Kula, Sombor, Zrenjanin and Novi Sad made the party for the trip to Srebrenica on this occasion.
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