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Human Rights School for Youth, Kovacica, June 2011
Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia

Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia held a Human Rights School for Youth (The School) between June 11 and June 18, 2011 at hotel Relax in Kovacica. Both levels of The School (Basic and Advanced level) were held at the same time, but with separate programmes and lectures.
Forty students who were chosen from 120 applicants, came to Kovacica from secondary schools in Sombor, Novi Pazar, Novi Sad, Beograd, Nis, Kikinda, Zrenjanin, Knjazevac, Krusevac, Cacak, Kragujevac, Sokobanja, Becej, Surdulica, Sabac, Odzaci, Majdanpek, Bela Crkva, Sremska Mitrovica, Kragujevac, Cuprija, Curug, Pozega i Subotica.

The aim of the school is to introduce students with the theory of human rights and its ideas, principles of democracy, tolerance, solidarity, non-violent communication and to develop and improve participants’ critical thinking skills.
On the first day at Basic level of The School, which lasted between June 11 and June 18, Pavel Domonji, head of Helsinki Committee for Human Rights office in Novi Sad was lecturing on human rights concept and its development. The same day the lecturer Jelena Mirkov talked about the protection mechanisms at the international and national level and the rights of marginalized groups. The second day dramaturge Tamara Tomasevic talked about Communication models - a speech that leads to violence, or connecting, about Listening skills and Empathy. The third day the lecturer Marija Savic presented lectures on Gender, sex and sexual orientation, Invisible LGBT, LGBT human rights and mehanism of homophobia, and also students participated in workshop called Lesbian book. During the forth day the lecture held historian Latinka Perovic. The same day highschool students Aca, Dragana and Sara presented the work of Youth Groups of Helsinki Committee and talked about youth activism in general. Afterwards, about Facing the past/truth talked Izabela Kisic from Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia. And the last day was the Europion Union day, where Milos Ciric were lecturing on EU history, system and values and Serbia’s integration to EU.
Advanced level of The School which was held between June 11 and June 18, has the topic Media and human rights, and started with lecture by head of Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia Sonja Biserko. She spoke about  the state of human rights in Serbia, and relation between media and civil society in Serbia. The second day started with Boban Stojanovic  who lectured on topics Gay: media, senzation and violence. On third day Seska Stanojlovic talked about The importance of media during the period of democratization of society, and during the same day Danica Vucenic, author of Kaziprst , held the lecture on Investigative Journalism. During the forth day of the School journalist of daily newspaper Danas held lecture on topic The heritage of the criminal state: Colective guilty and colective responsability, Intergenerational transmission and acceptance of crime in the media, Virus of self-censorship and journalistic awareness eclipse and Snezana also held the workshop called What journalists teach their younger colleagues? The last day of the School Izabela Kisic talked about New media.
This is an open-concept teaching where along with theoretical lectures students were introduced with other teaching methods such as watching films and documentaries, attended forum theatar on daily basis, and they went  to the Museum of Naive Art, which is located in Kovacica.
One of the participants, Milka Kovacevic from Becej, describes her stay at school in Kovacica: „For me, the experience from both basic and advanced level of Human rights school is of great importance and one of the best things that happened in my life. After the SchooI  I came home full of new impressions and emotions with the desire to learn more about human rights. It is fascinating how a several days surrounded by great people and good teachers can contribute to personal development as an individual personality. I felt positive energy and enthusiasm of all teachers come to us and we all actively talking about a subject that is very important. I hope that I will keep in touch with all of the participants from School and that I will see them soon again, and I hope that I will feel again that „spirit of youth“ at some next Human Rights School.“
Author: Jelena Dzombic
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