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Introduction

• The report was prepared in 2002 by the Demographic

Unit of the Office of the Prosecutor (OTP), ICTY for the 

case of The Prosecutor vs. Stanislav Galić (IT-98-29-I)

• Main aim: to provide the factual basis for the numbers 

of killed and wounded persons in the siege of Sarajevo 

between 10 September 1992 and 10 August 1994

• The major source used: the 1994 Household Survey of 

Sarajevo, conducted by the Institute for Research of 

Crimes Against Humanity and International Law
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Data: The 1994 Household Survey

• Collected retrospective information about various 
events, including killing, wounding and natural deaths

• Conducted from April to September 1994; 
reporting period: January 1992 to September 1994

• The surveyed population: about 340,000 individuals

• Spatial coverage: 89 local communities located within 
the front lines, in six municipalities: 

Centar (21), Stari Grad (18), Novi Grad (29), 
Novo Sarajevo (12), Ilidža (7) and Vogošća (2)

• A unique war-time source of demographic data
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The Questionnaire
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Data: Auxiliary Sources

• Bakije Funeral Home: 12,867 funeral records 
(27% soldiers, 73% civilians)

• Military / civilian distinction: ABiH and VRS 

• Muslims Against Genocide (MAG) database: 
ca. 9,500 records on the whole Sarajevo

• The 1991 population census of BiH: confirming 
identity and ethnicity (matching rate over 80%)

• Consistency checks with the 1997/1998 OSCE 
electoral rolls (excluded 77 possible survivors)
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Findings: Killed Persons
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Findings: Wounded Persons
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Findings: Killing Rates

• Two-year natural death � and killing � rates, 
09.1992–08.1994 
(per 100,000)

– Minimum estimates

– Overall death rates 
by 65% higher than
in 1990–1991
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• Two-year wounding rates, 09.1992–08.1994 
(per 100,000)

– Minimum estimates

Findings: Wounding Rates

Source: The 1994 Household Survey and the 1991 BiH Population Census

 

3570

2668

6884

958

4412

0

1500

3000

4500

6000

7500

O
th
er
s

Cr
oa
ts

M
us
lim
s

Se
rb
s

To
ta
l



10

The Estimated Number of Killed

• N1 = 4,067 persons (1994 Household Survey)

• N2 = 4,060 persons (Bakije funeral records)

• N12 = 2,764 persons (overlap of both sources)

• Estimate: Nest = 5,974 killed persons 

– 95% Confidence interval for Nest = [ 5,903 ; 6,045 ]

– We can say with very high confidence that about 

six thousand people were killed in Sarajevo

between 10 September 1992 and 10 August 1994
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Summary and Discussion

• At least 3.8 thousand people were killed and 
12.9 thousand wounded in Sarajevo between 
10 September 1992 and 10 August 1994

• Except for the “capture-recapture” estimate of 
6.0 thousand killed persons, other figures are 
conservative and indicate minimum numbers

• There were attempts to undermine the credibility 
of sources, methods and authors of the Report 
(“amateurish” according to the Galić Defence 
expert testifying in the ICTY), but unsuccessful
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Epilogue

• Findings of the Report accepted by the Trial 
Chamber as a factual basis in the Galić case:

“The Trial Chamber considers that the main conclusions 

of the Tabeau Report are supported by other evidence 

in the Trial Record, including evidence tendered by the 

Defence, which shows that the conflict in Sarajevo led 

to the death or injury of a large number of civilians”

[Galić Judgement, § 581]

• These conclusions were upheld also in the 
Appeals Chamber [Galić Appeal Judgement, §§ 306(n) – 307]
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Credits

This work would not be possible without the 
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Thank you!
Hvala!

Research prepared in 2001–2002 within the Demographic Unit, UN ICTY, The Hague.

All opinions expressed in this presentation and report are those of the authors only and 

do not express the views of any of the institutions with which they are or were affiliated.

Travel support of the Serbian Helsinki Committee, as well as of the ESRC CPC and of 

the Division of Social Statistics, University of Southampton, is gratefully acknowledged.


