REGIONAL WOMEN’S LOBBY FOR PEACE, SECURITY AND JUSTICE IN SOUTHEAST EUROPE 

Meeting Declaration 
Istanbul, Turkey                                            9-10 December 2011
Regional Women’s Lobby for Peace, Security and Justice in Southeast Europe (RWL SEE) held the strategic meeting of the Steering Committee of the RWL in Istanbul from 8 to 11 December 2011.   
The main topics were: the security situation in the region, strengthening of women in the Euro-Atlantic integration processes and strategic development of the Regional Women’s Lobby
Members of the RWL present at the meeting have used this opportunity to conduct the following: 
· RWL estimates the situation in the region as stable and requires further engagement for the issues of improvement of the neighbouring relations between Serbia and Kosovo, state consolidation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, supports the unblocking of the Euro-integration processes for Macedonia, receiving the dates for starting of negotiation and improvement of the multi-ethnic situation. 
· RWL welcomed the latest development of the main political forces which will contribute in fulfilling the legislative and institutional standards in a short period of time as conditions for integration of Albania into EU. 

· RWL compliments the decision of the European Union Council for accession of Croatia into EU, for progress in the relations with Montenegro and Kosova, and evaluates that fast integration of the region in EU is primary condition for sustainable peace and stability. 

· RWL invites the countries of the region to work on the European reforms, in particular the rule of law aspect and sustainable economic development, for the benefit of the citizens and in favour of Euro-Atlantic Integration.

· RWL supports the technical dialogue between Kosova and Serbia, and invites Serbia to dismantle the parallel structures and to normalize the relations with Kosova. At the same time invites the Serbs in north Kosova to remove the barricades in order not to obstacle the work of KFOR, EULEX and Government of Kosova in rule of law and freedom of movement in the favour of the citizens. 
· RWL invites all countries of the region to implement UN Resolution 1325 for strengthening the women in the peace processes, security processes and decision-making positions. 
· RWL considers that the strengthening of women makes an important factor for democratization of the society and women potential is a contribution to peace, democracy and European integration.

· RWL will continue to strongly engage in ensuring that the role and vision of women will be integrated in the development processes and regional prosperity.

· RWL will focus in activating the young women potential by preparing the young generations, capable of facing the challenges of 21 century.
· RWL welcomes the cooperation with UNDP for preparing the knowledge product on the activities of RWL, as a possibility that the regional Balkan women model of cooperation will serve as an inspiration for women in other parts of the world.

In the meeting were present the members of the Steering Committee of all seven countries of the region, Ms. Edita Tahiri from Kosova, Ms. Gordana Sobol from Croatia, Ms. Sonja Biserko from Serbia, Ms. Marieta Zaҫe from Albania, Ms. Memnuna Zvizdic from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ms. Irina Pockova from Macedonia and Ms. Slavica Strikovic (deputy-member of the steering committee) from Montenegro.
For further information on the RWL:  
Diana Çekaj – Berisha 

Coordinator 



Founded in 2006, the Regional Women's Lobby for Peace, Security and Justice in Southeast Europe brings together women politicians and activists from the region who are committed to the goals of deepening human security, promoting women's rights and participation in decision-making processes and breaking barriers of ethno-centric politics. The Lobby has a total of 24 members from the seven different countries of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia.





The RWL's activities focus on lobbying and advocacy at the national, regional and international levels through meetings with politicians, seminars, roundtables, international conferences, press releases and other actions. The RWL is open to requests for information, media inquiries and expertise and advising on a wide range of issues related to Women, Peace and Security in SEE.
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Lobi Rajonal i Grave për Paqe, Siguri dhe Drejtësi në Evropën Juglindore, i krijuar në vitin 2006, mbledh gra politikane dhe aktiviste nga rajoni, të cilat janë të përkushtuara drejt thellimit të sigurisë njerëzore, promovimit të të drejtave të grave dhe pjesëmarrjes së grave në procese vendimmarrëse dhe drejt tejkalimit të barrierave të politikës etnocentrike. Lobi përbëhet nga 24 anëtare nga shtate shtete të ndryshme: Shqipëria, Bosnjë e Hercegovina, Kroacia, Kosova, Maqedonia, Mali i Zi dhe Serbia. 





Veprimtaria e LRG-së është e fokusuar në lobim dhe avokim në nivele kombëtare, rajonale dhe ndërkombëtare përmes takimeve me politikanë, seminareve, tryezave të rrumbullakëta, konferencave ndërkombëtare, komunikatave për shtyp dhe veprimeve tjera. LRG është i hapur për kërkesa për informata, pyetje nga mediat por edhe i gatshëm për të ofruar ekspertizë dhe këshilla në lidhje me një gamë të gjerë pyetjesh që ndërlidhen me Gratë, Paqen dhe Sigurinë në EJL. 
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Koordinatore e LRG-së: 


Diana Cekaj-Berisha 








Diana Cekaj-Berisha


RWL Coordinator


� HYPERLINK "mailto:coordinator@rwlsee.org" �coordinator@rwlsee.org� 
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