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19th Regional Human Rights School for Youth, Novi Pazar 
September, 2011
Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia

Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia held a Regional Human Rights School for Youth (The School) between September 4 and September 8, 2011 in Novi Pazar.

Thirtyfive students came to Novi Pazar from secondary schools and faculty in Bosnia and Herzegovina (Velika Kladusa, Zenica, Doboj, Bijeljina), Croatia (Dugo selo, Zabok, Zagreb), Macedonia (Skoplje, Kicevo, Kocani), Montenegro (Podgorica, Pljevlja, Bijelo Polje) and Serbia (Zrenjanin, Krusevac, Beograd, Novi Sad).

As follow up to the Human Rights Schools (HRS) on the local level, we organize Regional Human Rights Schools gathering former participants from the national levels for a week in one of the program countries, aiming at the positive development on the participants will develop further, faced also with regional challenges, encounters and friendships. Topics such as transitional justice, visiting war crimesites, activism, and organizational development are examples from the topics dealt with at these schools.

Regional HRSs break the stereotypes and predjudices and encourage respect of „differences“ at several levels ranging from different nations, ethnic and religious background to different opinion and attitudes. Visiting different places, especially those where war crimes took the place, in the region as well as contact with war crimes victims facilitates understanding of what has happened in the 1990s. 

The aim of the school is to introduce students with the theory of human rights and its ideas, principles of democracy, tolerance, solidarity, non-violent communication and to develop and improve participants’ critical thinking skills.

The topic of 19th Regional Human Right School was situation in the Sandzak. The lectures were held at the International University. On the first day of The School, Safeta Bisevac, journalist of daily newspaper Danas was lecturing on current political, social, economical situation in the Sandzak region with focus on the human rights situation in this region. The second day participants listened lectures on Multiculturalism in the Sandzak region – what does it mean concretely, Interaction between communities, Cultural diversity (how is the central government treating this issue), Stereotypes, prejudices and Modern societes and traditions, which were held by Tamara Tomasevic. The third day participants listened lectures on Sandzak as an aspect of the situation in the region and as regional challenge, Role of religion in the Sandzak region today and Religious and cultural identity and it’s importance which were held by Srdjan Barisic, sociologist of religion. The last day Mehmed Slezovic from Novi Pazar held the lecture on Sandzak and Euro-Atlantic integration processes, Minority rights and Brain drain – young population leaving the region.

This is an open-concept teaching where along with theoretical lectures, workshops and sessions students visited different institutions (state and public institutions, NGOs, media etc.)

One of the participants, Tijana Mirkovic from Belgrade, describes her stay at school in Novi Pazar: „ I am very pleased with this school! Since my knowledge about the situation in Sandzak wasn't wide, now I can tell that I know a lot when it comes this topic. I liked the lectures so much, and they didn't last all day, because we had also the practical part which was so useful. I met some wonderful people and I hope we’ll stay in touch!“.
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