/Newspaper article from the Croatian weekly ''Globus'' - 04 June 2010/ 

GLOBUS GRAPHOLOGICAL EXPERT ANALYSIS: ARE THE RECORDS OF THE EXECUTIONER FROM SREBRENICA AUTHENTIC? 

MLADIĆ’S DIARIES OR A BIG HOAX?
 

The Hague Tribunal has admitted the diary into evidence, the politicians claim the diary is a forgery and the graphologists lack sufficient evidence

UNPROVEN EVIDENCE OF THE HAGUE TRIBUNAL 

Globus engaged two eminent graphologists from Croatia and Serbia to analyze the handwriting on the first three pages from a total of 3500 pages of diary entries made from 1991 to 1996, found in Ratko Mladić’s Belgrade apartment –which the Serbian authorities had handed over to the Office of the Prosecutor of the Hague Tribunal which entered the same into evidence. 

Written by TANJA TOLIĆ                                         

If the notes and the diaries which the Serb authorities handed over to the Hague Tribunal on two separate occasions – in February 2009 and early May 2010 – were in fact written by the fugitive war criminal, Ratko Mladić, then his handwriting represents a person who is disciplined, orderly, systematical and rigid. His handwriting in Cyrillic lettering shows a ‘military’ style of writing – he was taught to write clearly and legibly. What is unusual, however, and what may validate suspicions as to the authenticity of the documents, which have been growing in number over the past few days, is that it is quite apparent they were written with the intention of being – read. 


TIMING ‘The diaries were found in the possession of Mladić’s wife, they were either planted now, or she had been keeping them in her possession for the last 15 years, in which case the question arises why they weren’t  seized earlier’.


​Handwriting not spontaneous – ‘they were written with the clear purpose of being used by a third party, and that’s what’s strange about it. All of our handwriting is subject to variations, merely on account of the fact that we are not in the same mood every time we write something. This handwriting, let’s suppose it is Mladić’s, does not fall into the category of spontaneous handwriting. This actually looks like an official letter or a memorandum. The handwriting suggests ‘I am the person you need’’. These were the words which Marijan Krajna, standing court expert for graphology with the County Court in Zagreb, used to describe the handwriting that is supposedly Mladić’s. Krajna has about 30 years of experience in handwriting and document analysis and he has appeared as an expert witness in 3000 court cases so far. 
The task we put before him with was by no means an easy one. The document we showed him actually comprised of three pages of notes from the first series of the alleged Mladić’s diaries which were handed over to the Hague Tribunal. The pages are part of a war diary seized from the apartment of Mladić’s wife, Bosiljka Mladić, on 4 December 2008, on court orders issued by the War Crimes Chamber of the District Court in Belgrade. 
The war diary consists of several notebooks and one was written on a NIS /Tr. remark: probably company name/ business organizer - planer. It was written in rounded Cyrillic lettering and in the same Mladić describes in detail his meetings with Slobodan Milošević, Jovica Stanišić and many other colonels and lower-ranking officers. In the meantime, Milošević passed away, and Jovica Stanišić, former Head of Milošević’s State Security Service, together with Frenki Simatović, was accused before the Hague Tribunal for war crimes committed in Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina, for organizing and sending paramilitary units into those countries and ethnic cleansing. Mladić’s diaries are supposedly direct evidence against the two. 

The three pages from the mentioned diary were published in June 2009 by a Serb tabloid ‘Blic’ and these are the three pages we presented to Krajna for analysis. For the purpose of comparing the handwriting we also presented Krajna with five official, publicly available documents signed by Ratko Mladić personally, as the then Lt. Colonel General, Commander of the General Staff of the Army of the Serb Republic. 
The first document is a plan for an offensive operation from 1995, in fact a map approved by Mladić. The second document is a directive sent to the Command of the East Bosnia Corps, the Brčko and Zvornik Brigades dated June 1992, and the third is an assessment of the status of combat readiness of units of the Drina Corps dated March 1993, the fourth and fifth are documents sent to the UNPROFOR Command dated February and March 1995. All of the above mentioned five documents were signed by Ratko Mladić.
 
Krajna personally requested the said official documents in order to attempt to establish whether the first Mladić’s diaries handed over to the Hague Tribunal are even authentic. More precisely, in order to confirm their authenticity, we needed undisputable evidence of Mladić’s handwriting. Without it, as Krajna explained, the only thing that can be established is whether the two documents were written or rather signed by the same person, but not who that person is. 


‘A signature is a graphic symbol, it does not represent someone’s handwriting, and it can be in the form of initials or a full signature, as is the case with the above mentioned documents. Signatures themselves are not sufficient evidence to prove authenticity due to the fact that they care susceptible to copying or falsification. Not infrequently people would order design signatures because they look better, and then practice them and start using them as their own. In order for me to be able to positively confirm that the signature on these documents is really Mladić’s, and thus that the first diary is authentic, I would have to have a quality and undisputable printout of his handwriting from that period of time. The period of time when the material was written is important due to the fact that one’s handwriting can deteriorate, or rather it is susceptible to change due to illness.’, explained Marijan Krajna. 

Naturally, someone else could have signed official documents for Mladić. His first and second diary could have also been written by someone else, for instance someone from the Serb intelligence community. Krajna, however, believes that the official documents as well as the copies of the first diaries are – authentic. Why?

‘If someone were to get involved into falsifying documents and diaries, they would have to assume that sooner or later the same would be subject to examination.’, argues Krajna. Even though we cannot speak of a real graphological analysis, as the same would require a much larger number of documents, Krajna said that there are observable similarities between Mladić’s signature and the diary entries. The Cyrillic letter ‘d’ in Mladić’s signature is very specific and it is recurrent in the diary entries. This could be one piece of ‘evidence’ in support of their authenticity. Namely, each person brings elements into their handwriting which occur spontaneously, independent of the will of the writer making them unique for that person. Therefore, the official documents and the first diaries were probably signed or rather written by the same person. If that person is not Ratko Mladić, we are dealing with a first-rate forgery. 
This confirmed even more the suspicions of the Zagreb court expert regarding the swift willingness of the Hague Tribunal to enter into evidence the diaries handed over in early May this year. 
These documents were also seized during the search of the apartment of Mladić’s wife, Bosiljka, in February this year, and the Serb authorities seized 169 items from the apartment, including 18 workbooks – a total of 3500 pages of Ratko Mladić’s notes. Scanned copies of Mladić’s notes were sent to the Hague Office of the Prosecutor, and the notebooks arrived to the Hague on 11 May, according to the announcement of the Hague Tribunal. The notebooks contain what are supposed to be Mladić’s notes from 29 June 1991 to 28 January 1995 and from 14 June 1995 to 29 November 1996, but their exact content has not yet been published. What we do know – and the Prosecution stated this as one of the reasons for wanting to enter the diaries into evidence – is that in one of the diary entries dated 15 June 1995 Mladić describes his conversation with one of the senior international peacekeeping officers regarding the attitude 
toward the population of Srebrenica. 

Even though OTP’s spokesperson, Olga Kavran, emphasized in her statement that Mladić’s notes are still in the process of being translated and analyzed, therefore it is premature to evaluate their evidential value, it did not prevent the Hague Tribunal from entering the new diaries, as well as the first ones, into the evidence list in the cases against Stanišić, Simatović and recently, Radovan Karadžić. What is particularly surprising is that the Prosecution is claiming that the authenticity of Mladić’s handwriting was confirmed by General Manojlo Milovanović, Mladić’s former close associate.
 
‘Recognizing someone’s handwriting is one thing, and a court expert analysis is quite another’, our court expert briefly commented and added that Milovanović’s confirmation can by no means be considered as any kind of evidence. 

Character Analysis. The other court expert we interviewed has no doubts that all of the diaries were written by Ratko Mladić. However, he was at no time asked to verify the authenticity of the documents even though he is a graphologist by occupation – and he analyzed Mladić’s diaries twice. Rather, he was asked by the Serb media to produce a character analysis of Mladić on the basis of his handwriting, due to the fact that Jovan M. Krstić is also a clinical psychologist. Otherwise, after the death of graphologist Dr. Željko Sabol, there are no professional graphologists in Croatia anymore, and thus Marijan Krajna’s analysis, as he himself stressed, is in fact an amateur one. 

Jovan Krstić has several decades of experience in reading character traits from one’s handwriting. He has been working in the field of graphology from 1975 and wrote two books on the subject – ‘Character and Graphology’ and a textbook under the title ‘Graphology’ – and has gained a large number of admirers and readers in the public due to the fact that in the 1980’s he worked for the ‘Dvoje’ and ‘Nada’ magazines analyzing readers’ handwritings. In our telephone conversation he told us that he even received letters from Croatia and that he was so popular in Rijeka they even wanted to name a café bar after him! Nowadays he doesn’t perform graphological character analysis anymore but he is still employed as a court expert with the Serb Ministry of Justice. 
‘I have never examined the authenticity of Mladić’s handwriting, but I am convinced that it was authentic when I analyzed it for the first time in 2009 for the ‘Blic’ magazine. At that time reporters from the ‘Blic’ had given me five or six pages of his notes and asked me to make an assessment of his character’, says Krstić who at the time analyzed the same pages that Marijan Krajna was analyzing today.
The Serbian graphologist made an assessment at the time that Mladić’s handwriting reveals a person who is persistent and shameless. ‘You can see the energy, the self-confidence, persistence, but he can also be shameless; rigid, vigorous, and reckless at times. This is a person with a strong intellect and personality who has an apparent need for precision and evident esthetic emotions. He can be very conventional, act according to a pattern, particularly if he wants to make an outward impression but he is also a person prone to intemperance in showing his emotions’, Krstić assessed at the time. He also added that Mladić’s handwriting reveals an arrogant person, a person who is full of self-confidence, ambitious and that he even has a talent for business. 

‘He can be persistent in accomplishing his goals, and in relations with his surroundings and other people he is likely to offer his help, but not so much as for the pure altruism of the deed, as for the need to feel superior. He is restless, makes decisions fast, but sometimes he shows mental tension which hinders him from bringing the right decisions’, added Krstić in 2009 in his assessment of Mladić’s character. 
The intelligent tyrant. The second time he analyzed Mladić’s handwriting was several days ago, for the Serb magazine ‘Kurir’. This time the handwriting came from The Hague, said Krstić. 

‘The reporters from the ‘Kurir’ told me that the photocopies had arrived from The Hague and that they’re claiming it is Mladić’s handwriting. I didn’t check its authenticity but there is no doubt that this is the same handwriting as the one I analyzed in 2009. The photocopies are of very poor quality, there is too much contrast, but it was enough for me to perform a character analysis which I did again’, he explained. 
How does it work? To start with, he says that a graphological analysis reveals much more details about a person then a psychology test. 
First he analyzes the entire pages; the person who is being analyzed has to write at least 10 lines on a clear piece of paper with no lines in order for the analysis to be successful. The paper mustn’t have any lines on it because the direction in which the lines of text are written is very important. Another important aspect, says Krstić, is the size of the margins on the left and right side of the paper. Then we observe the speed of writing, the intensity of the pressure, the dimensions and the caliber of the middle zone of the handwriting – whether it is large or small. Also observed is the height of the upper zone of handwriting which points to the spirituality of the person, and the lower zone which points to materialist attitudes. The linking of the letters is also important, is the handwriting linked, the dots, the accents, the loops in the letters, the initial strokes in the letters. All of this has meaning, says Krstić. 
His analysis for the ‘Kurir’ magazine which was published on Sunday showed that Ratko Mladić likes to be superior to other people and that he has all the character traits of a leader – high intelligence, self-discipline, entrepreneurial spirit, self-confidence, expressed belief in himself, but also an impulsive and aggressive streak, which reveals the fact that this leader is in fact a tyrant. When asked by the ‘Kurir’ reporters about the meaning of the fact that Mladić had a tendency of double underlining the headlines and certain names (which is evident from the notes seized in 2008) Krstić said that this is precisely what indicates that this is a person who likes to be superior to others.     
‘These are so-called protectionist strokes. This was also visible in Tito’s signature, for example. People in positions of power and authority in 90 percent of the cases have these kinds of strokes when they want to take on a superior attitude toward other people’, explained Krstić. 
The over-emphasized lower zone in Mladić’s lettering reveals a person prone to calculations and manipulation, whereas the strongly stressed initial stroke in the letter ‘I’, as he revealed to ‘Globus’ magazine, shows a person who is inquisitive, impulsive and hypocritical. The question is, naturally, which of these character traits will take over and take up a dominant position. 


SUSPICIOUS ‘It is unusual that Mladić’s notes were written for the purpose of being – read’
The biggest forgeries in political history

If it turns out that Mladić’s diaries are a forgery this, of course, will not be the first such recorded case in history. History, especially more recent history, is filled with examples of documents being manipulated or forged in order to accomplish very specific political agendas. 


FORGERIES AGAINST DREYFUS 


In 1894 Captain Alfred Dreyfus was accused of betrayal and was convicted to life imprisonment because he allegedly revealed French military secrets to the German Embassy in Paris. Two years later, evidence appeared that the real culprit was a French major, Ferdinand Walsin Esterhazy, however the high-ranking military officials covered up this new evidence and further indictments were raised against Dreyfus on the basis of forged documents by Hubert-Joseph Henry. Owing to an open letter by French writer Emile Zola, known as J’accuse, the case was re-opened and all charges against Dreyfus were dropped. 

PROTOCOLS OF THE ELDERS OF ZION – The other well-known forgery are the ‘Protocols of the Elders of Zion’, an invented book dating from the late 19th century which Hitler and the Nazis used as a brutal weapon in their antisemitic propaganda. The ‘Protocols’ were written by an agent of the Russian Imperial Secret Police in 1890 to demonize the Jews and attack the then Russian Finance Minister, Sergej Witte, whose financial measures were feared by many conservative Russians at the time. The ‘Protocols’ were used to link Witte with an alleged plot by the Jews to destabilize governments and achieve global domination; a mission which was supposedly designed during a meeting of Jewish leaders in Basel, Switzerland, in 1897. In short, it was pure fabrication.
 

FAKE HITLER DIARIES SCANDAL 


In April 1983, the German magazine ‘Stern’ published Adolf Hitler’s diaries that it had purchased for 10 million Deutschmarks. There were a total of 60 small books and ‘Stern’ reporter Gerd Heidemann claimed to have received the diaries from East Germany. The diaries were claimed to be part of a consignment of documents recovered from an airplane crash near Dresden in April 1945, and it took 18 months before the ‘Stern’ managed to gather all 60 of them.
 
Prior to their publication the diaries were analyzed by as many as three independent graphologists who all confirmed the authenticity of Hitler’s handwriting. However, there was no forensic analysis and the diaries had not been thoroughly examined by WWII experts because the publisher was afraid that the exclusive information would leak in the public. It was a fatal mistake because two weeks after the publication of the diaries in the ‘Stern’ the West Germany Bundesarchiv discovered that the diaries were grotesque fakes made on modern paper using modern ink and full of historical inaccuracies. The documents which the graphologists used as comparison for the analysis of the diaries also showed to be forgeries which is what caused the mistake. The handwriting was in fact the same, but it was not Hitler’s.
 

MUSSOLINI DIARY FORGERIES 


The forged diaries of Benito Mussolini appeared on two occasions – in 1957 and 2007. In 1957, a mother and daughter produced thirty volumes of what they later claimed were Mussolini’s diaries and they managed to fool experts as well as the dictator’s son. The second forgery caused a much bigger public uproar. In February 2007, Italian senator Marcello Dell'Utri claimed that diaries, covering the years from 1935 to 1939, had been found. They were supposedly found in a suitcase the dictator was carrying when he was caught by partisans at Lake Como while he was fleeing to Switzerland in April 1945. The diaries stirred up emotions, especially among the historians, as it ‘appeared’ that Mussolini reluctanlty brought Italy into the war and that he had tried to prevent the war. Not a month after their publication two Italian historians proved that the diaries were forgeries. 

The Hague embarrassment. Unlike the Serb media who were more interested in Mladić’s personality, the Bosnian media are publicly calling into question the authenticity of the diaries, as well as the reasons why the diaries were published now and where were they hidden, if not for the entire 15 years but at least during the first search of the apartment of Mladić’s wife.
           
Reporter Almasa Hadžić wrote in her article published in the ‘Dnevni Avaz’ that the ‘official release of information by the Hague Tribunal on the meaning and value of the war diaries of war criminal Ratko Mladić could be the biggest public embarrassment that has ever been experienced by this house of justice’. The information in these diaries, as the reporter claims in her article, is completely irrelevant for the Prosecution as it has no mention of the camps, mass burial sites and killings in Srebrenica, instead Mladić, if it was in fact written by Mladić, writes about the war profiteers in Teslić, about who stole oil and who robbed Muslim homes, who acquired wealth in the war, and who was a scum and a deserter, then on his meetings on Pale and descriptions of prostitutes. At the same time, writes Hadžić, it is difficult not to notice that parts of the diaries were written in different handwriting. 
This is why the ‘Dnevni Avaz’ newspaper concludes that the Hague Tribunal ‘got caught in a trap by the Serb intelligence apparatus’, which handed over the diaries to the Hague Tribunal hoping for a positive report on Serbia’s cooperation with the Hague Tribunal. The semi-annual report which the Hague Tribunal will present to the UN should soon be published and the positive assessment of Serbia’s cooperation is also a prerequisite for its accession to the EU. 


MERCENARY ‘There is a debate in Serbia whether Mladić was a traitor because Tuđman was paying him money’


Sonja Biserko, the Chairwoman of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia, is also convinced that the diaries are in fact a forgery. 
‘There are three reasons why I am questioning their authenticity. Firstly, the timing of their publication is very strange. These diaries were found in the possession of Mladić’s wife. They were either planted there now or they were in her possession for the whole 15 years which raises the question why they weren’t seized earlier. The second reason is that their authenticity hasn’t been confirmed, and I cannot understand why so much trust is put in the diary of a criminal. The third reason is that there is nothing of relevance in the diaries, for example regarding Srebrenica’, explained Sonja Biserko and stressed that the fact that at the same time the diaries were seized, Mladić’s family initiated a procedure to declare him dead, is something that shouldn’t be ignored. According to the family’s lawyer, Miloš Šaljić, the Mladić family is not initiating this procedure because they want to access his property or the frozen pension, but because of the constant pressures they have been exposed to. According to Serbian law, the procedure can be initiated if the subject is older than 70 and there has been no reliable data on him for more than five years. Mladić, however, is 68 and he was allegedly last seen seven years ago. 

‘Serbia is concerned about the report to the UN, and I think that this is the underlying reason why they handed over the diaries to the Hague Tribunal. This is a continuation of the usual Serb state policy with respect to the Tribunal – everyone else is more guilty and Serbia is the only victim. However, this outline is very offensive to all who know anything about the Hague Tribunal. This implies that the Tribunal is constructing something that is detrimental to its reputation and legitimacy’, says Biserko. 

She continued by saying that the most frequent debates held in Serbia at this moment involve parts of Mladić’s diaries that concern Croatia where Mladić describes in detail how during the war, from October 1992 to February 1994, he met with Croatian political officials and generals from Herzeg-Bosnia – Jadranko Prlić, Bruno Stojić, Slobodan Praljak, Milivoj Petković, Valentin Ćorić and Berislav Pušić, and arranged a mutual fight against the Muslims, and requested millions of Deutschmarks and delivery of oil for ‘certain services’, negotiated shipments of weapons and exchange of prisoners. 

Traitor. ‘There is a debate in Serbia at the moment on whether Mladić was in fact a traitor, given that he was receiving money from Tuđman. The part about Croatia is entirely irrelevant and it is beyond belief that the entire Croatian side is being pulled into this. Maybe it’s true, but it seems very artificial’, concluded Biserko.
 
The Vice-President of the HDZ /Croatian Democratic Union/, Andrija Hebrang, agrees with her, who at the time of the mentioned events was the Minister of Health and the organizer of the Medical Corps. 

‘I believe the diaries to be fake first and foremost because there is mention of Croatian generals who didn’t have the authority to do what they are blamed of doing in the diaries. Strategic plans were made at the High Command and no general had the authority to alter political orders on the field. Given that I was involved in the process of making those decisions at the time, I know that they didn’t have any such orders. It is possible, of course that the generals got out of control and did things on their own. I cannot exclude that possibility, but it is my opinion that the publication of these diaries is in fact a political creation designed to reshape the truth about the aggression against Croatia’, said Hebrang. 
A task of precision. The task of establishing authenticity of historical documents is no easy task even for the historians.
 
Dr. Sc. Nikica Barić from the Croatian Institute of History, author of the book ‘Serb Rebellion in Croatia, 1990-1995’, says that he started research for his book in Petrinja where all the documents of the Serb Krajina were stored.
 
‘Based on the number and content of these documents it was evident that they were not forgeries. Namely, a historian will on rare occasions during his research come across one spectacular document. More often he will have to go through a large number of documents in order to be able to put the story together’, explains Barić adding that, at least for the historians, the documents in themselves are much less a problem than people’s memories of events. 

‘It is a much bigger problem when people’s memories are compared to the documents. Documents are a better choice than witness’ statements. Personally, I find it interesting that Mladić is nowhere to be found, and his diaries were found’, added the historian. 
