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JUDGE SLUITER ADVISOR OF RADOVAN KARADZIC 

SCANDALOUS REVELATION BY VAN DIEPEN VAN DER KROEF LAW FIRM: 

Judge in Srebrenica case, Göran Sluiter, is advisor of Radovan Karadzic
From publications in the media it appears that one of the judges involved in the proceedings brought by the Mothers of Srebrenica against the Dutch State and the United Nations is also a member of Radovan Karadzic’ team of advisors. The Mothers of Srebrenica consider it unjustifiable that a judge involved in a case brought by the family members of the victims of the Srebrenica genocide is also an advisor to the accused of that genocide and have requested an explanation from the district court at The Hague. The President of the Court, Mr. F.C. Bakker, subsequently announced that the Judge concerned will no longer be involved in the Srebrenica proceedings.

In the civil law proceedings brought by 6,000 family members of the genocide victims – also known as the Mothers of Srebrenica – against the Dutch State and the United Nations (UN), the district court at The Hague ruled on 10 July 2008 that the UN enjoys absolute immunity and can therefore never be brought before a court of law. The Mothers of Srebrenica have appealed this decision. The case against the Dutch State is still pending before the court at The Hague. Prof. G.K. Sluiter [Göran Sluiter] was a member of that court’s tribunal in these proceedings and was thus immediately involved in the aforementioned decision of 10 July 2008.

Various recent publications noted that prof. Sluiter is an advisor to Radovan Karadzic. Karadzic is standing trial before the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) for committing war crimes and crimes against humanity. Karadzic is specifically held to be responsible for the genocide in Srebrenica. The Mothers of Srebrenica are of the opinion that prof. Sluiter’s positions as a judge in the Srebrenica proceedings and as an advisor to Karadzic are incompatible, and that prof. Sluiter therefore can no longer be considered impartial. The President of the district court at The Hague, Mr. F.C. Bakker, was therefore asked to clarify this apparent conflict of interests.

In response, Mr. Bakker announced that prof. Sluiter would no longer be acting as a judge in the Srebrenica proceedings (see the Dutch announcement at: this link).

Surprisingly, it is noted in the official statement by the district court at The Hague that it was always the intention to limit prof. Sluiter’s involvement in the Srebrenica proceedings to the matter of the UN immunity. This is however contradictory to the general rule that judges are not changed during the proceedings of a case. This rule is applied even more stringently in complex proceedings that run for years, like the Srebrenica proceedings.

In its announcement, the district court furthermore states that prof. Sluiter was specifically included in the tribunal for his specialist knowledge in the area of international public law and that this expertise was only required in the matter concerning the UN’s immunity from prosecution. Apart from the fact that prof. Sluiter is a professor in the area of international criminal law and not in the area of international public law, the district court disregards the fact that the claims brought against the UN and the Dutch State in the Srebrenica proceedings are partially based on international public law. It is incorrect to assume that in the further proceedings international public law expertise will not be required. The official statement of the court therefore does not in any manner reassure the Mothers of Srebrenica, but only gives rise to further questions.

The Mothers of Srebrenica recall that last year, in a different case brought by other family members of the Srebrenica genocide victims, a wondrous change took place at the district court at The Hague. In that case, one of the judges who had been involved from the very beginning of the proceedings and who had advised the Dutch State to reach a settlement with the plaintiffs was changed just prior to the ruling in those proceedings. Looking at those and at the current events, the Mothers of Srebrenica are seriously concerned whether they are receiving a fair trial. 
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Editorial Note / SGB:
Judge Sluiter may (or may not) be of Serbian ethnic background considering that his name is widely used among the Serbs. A search on the ICTY's web site yields 3 search results for the term "Sluiter." Here is what we found: 
"Dr. Karadzic wishes to gratefully acknowledge the contributions of pro bono Legal Associates Kevin Heller, Senior Lecturer, University of Melbourne Law Faculty (Australia), Kate Gibson, PHD candidate, University of Queensland (Australia), Alexander Zahar, Senior Lecturer, Griffith University (Australia), Goran Sluiter, University of Amsterdam (Netherlands) and Legal Interns Clea Amundsen, University of Toronto (Canada), Dalida Chrysostomidou, University of Thessalonki (Greece), Tony Navaneelan, University of Toronto (Canada), Raji Mangat, University of Victoria (Canada), Stylianos Mallaris, University of Athens (Greece), Rajat Rana, University of Virginia (USA), Kevin Griffith, Case Western Reserve University (USA), Rosanna Maigret, University of Utrecht (Netherlands), Amy Mcquade, American University (USA), and Emma Fenelon, Trinity College (Ireland) to the research and preparation of this Pre-Trial Brief." (Source: Karadzic Pre-Trial Brief)
In its recent "Guest Post" entitled "Karadzic’s Requests for More Time and the Response of the ICTY" Judge Göran Sluiter describes himself as "a Professor of Law in the law of international criminal procedure at the University of Amsterdam, and a member of the Defence team of Dr. Karadzic."

Just several days ago, we revealed that two key judges in the Srebrenica Genocide cases, namely Judge Carmel Agius and Judge Kimberly Prost, are very close friends of an outspoken Srebrenica genocide denial activist Prof. William Schabas (see: "Prof. William Schabas' Questionable Credibility") 
