DECENTRALIZATION – THE BASICS

What is decentralization?
Decentralization is the process of transferring or delegating certain competences from the central to the municipal level. This type of government reform has happened in many European countries over recent years. In Kosovo this is being done in order to develop the system of local self-government. 
The main objectives of decentralization are:  
To bring decision-making closer to the people; promote good governance; boost economic development; ensure efficiency in delivering public services; and to accommodate the interests of diverse groups especially non-majority communities. 

Where is it happening?

All municipalities in Kosovo are receiving more competences. In addition, the Law on Administrative Municipal Boundaries requires the establishment of five new municipalities: Graçanicë/Gracanica, Kllokot-Vërboc/Klokot-Vrbovac, Partesh/Parteš, Ranillug/Ranilug, and Mitrovicë/Mitrovica North.  One already-established municipality, Novobërdë/Novo Brdo, will be expanded. 
Establishment of new municipalities:
The International Civilian Representative, Pieter Feith, in consultation with the Ministry of Local Government Administration and the local communities concerned, will appoint Municipal Preparation Teams (MPTs) for the purpose of undertaking necessary preparations to ensure that all resources are allocated and administrative structures are in place for the establishment and functioning of the new and expanded municipalities.

Funding:
In addition to the employment of MPTs, the Government of Kosovo has made funds available for targeted infrastructure investments in new municipalities to boost the establishment process.
More on the powers of municipalities:
Kosovo law foresees three categories of competences (or powers) that municipalities will have:

· “Own” competences are those that are within the full and exclusive power of all municipalities
. These include: local economic development, urban and rural planning, licensing of local services and facilities, pre-primary, primary, and secondary education, primary health care, family and social welfare, local roads, tourism, local environment protection and waste management.

· “Delegated” competences are services and regulatory functions that municipalities perform locally but on behalf of the central authorities. These are: cadastral records, civil registries, voter registration, business registration and licensing, distribution of social assistance payments (excluding pensions) and forestry protection. The central level may delegate additional competencies to the municipalities in accordance with the law.  

· “Enhanced” municipal competences are  additional responsibilities and tasks that are transferred to only some municipalities. All municipalities in which the Kosovo Serb community is in the majority have competency in cultural affairs and enhanced participatory rights in the appointment of the police station commanders.  The municipalities of Mitrovicë/ca North, Gracanicë/Gracanica and Shtërpcë/ Štrpce have additional competency for the provision of secondary health care.  Mitrovica/cë North has competency for higher education, including the authority to exercise responsibility for the University of Mitrovicë/ca North.

� insofar as they concern the local interest and respect applicable standards





