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A report on the first and the second missions to Serb enclaves in Kosovo

 (May 31 – June 7, 2008) 

“Forgotten World: Kosovo Enclaves”- Part II

In early 2008, the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia launched the project “Serb-Serb Dialogue in Serb Enclaves in Kosovo.” In late March 2008, the Helsinki Committee circulated a report on its first mission to Serb enclaves, out of 6 planned under the project.

The major object of the two follow-up missions, the same as of the overall project, was to encourage the Serbs in the enclaves south of the Ibar River to fully exercise their human, minority, socio-economic and political rights through Kosovo institutions instead of remaining on the margins of Kosovo society and a window-dressing for the official Belgrade’s territorial claims and unrealistic policies.
 

Over the first exploratory missions the team made sure that residents were willing to engage in conversation with the Committee’s representatives and associates. In the second stage, the two teams spent about three hours in each of the enclaves, talking to resident, local leaders, members of municipal work groups for the return of displaced persons, representatives of political parties, influential civil society figures and teachers at local elementary schools. While listening to residents’ problems, the team was compiling information about the size of enclave population, history, relations within communities and beyond them, wartime experience, the process of the return of displaced persons, reconstruction of destroyed property, freedom of movement, security, cooperation with Kosovo institutions, representatives of the international community, etc. 

In the course of eight days the teams visited each of the enclaves twice at least.  
Visits to enclaves made one segment of the Helsinki Committee’s activity in Kosovo this time. The other included meetings with representatives of the international community and Kosovo authorities. The purpose of those meetings was to inform international and Kosovo officials with the situation of Serb enclaves. The meetings served the purpose of the project, the more so since they provided the opportunity to lobby for the residents of the enclaves with various foundations and embassies – and primarily vis-à-vis their access to the funds and organizations willing to finances the activities of different enclave-based associations. Those meeting opened yet another avenue for communication between Serbs in enclaves and Prishtina-based institutions. The meeting with Kosovo Deputy Premier Hajredin Kuchi and his associates should be singled out in this context – it provided the Kosovo government with valuable information about Serb enclaves. 
On June 8, 2008, in tandem with the UNMIK office in Prishtina, the Helsinki Committee’s teams organized an excursion to Prizren and the Visoki Decani monastery for the group of 60 elementary schools students and their parents. That was the first excursion the people from the Serb community made to Prizren since the 1999 intervention.   

Political Context 
Political circumstances have rather changed since the first mission to Serb enclaves. Kosovo had proclaimed independence and the Kostunica cabinet responded fiercely to the act. On the very day of independence declaration (February 17) several rallies were staged along with attacks against local offices of the Liberal Democratic Party, the only party in Serbia recognizing the new reality in Kosovo. The massive rally organized against Kosovo’s newly proclaimed independence on February 21 was also meant to send a message to all those opposing the governmental stance that Kosovo is an “unalienable” part of Serbia. 

Vojislav Kostunica’s option for early parliamentary elections was also related to Kosovo. Actually, he hoped that insistence on the Kosovo issue would secure him the upper hand in the elections and reverse his party’s downswing. The announcement of the then unofficial radical-populist coalition that parliamentary and local election would be called in Kosovo communities inhabited by Serbs questioned the UN Resolution 1244.
 The intention of the outgoing government thus negatively affected the position of Kosovo Serbs: it was not only contrary to the international document the government itself has too often invoked, but also manifested insensibility for the people living in enclaves, whose overall position heavily depended on improvement of Serb-Albanian relations.
 Long before the UNMIK official decision (of April 9, 2008) that calling local elections in Kosovo was contrary to the Resolution 1244, Minister for Kosovo and Metohija Slobodan Samardzic was announcing that the elections will be held no matter what UNMIK decided.
 
 
UNMIK decision was seriously breached by the Serbian Radical Party that as early as April 5 started election campaign in Gracanica and Kosovska Mitrovica. Addressing the Gracanica rally, the party leader, Tomislav Nikolic, appealed to Kosovo Serbs to remain in their homesteads. “I beg you not to sell your real estate and not to move out of Kosovo. Call us to move with you instead,” said Nikolic. The slogans such as “Russia now, while EU only if it recognizes our legal borders” were meant to incite anti-European sentiments. The manipulative rhetoric of the election campaign mostly negated Kosovo was no longer a part of Serbia, and either ignored actual problems plaguing Kosovo Serbs or claimed that all those problems would be solved due to the fact that Serbia was a “link” between Russia and Europe.  The slogans of the Kosovska Mitrovica election rally messaged the Serbs that they were the bravest of all, standing in the forefront of Serbia’s defense. Unlike in earlier election campaigns, the Kosovska Mitrovica gathering was marked by billboards with Seselj’s portrait. By imbuing Kosovo Serbs with extreme nationalism the Radicals were mobilizing their potential electorate. The so-called populist bloc used the same ideological matrix, best mirrored in the activity of the Ministry for Kosovo and Metohija.  

The support some foreign official have been giving to the statements by Serbian former negotiating team seem to open the door to Kosovo’s partition against new political constellation.
  The Radicals’ leader in Kosovo, Marko Jaksic, also advocates the so-called functional partition. He criticizes President Tadic for the stance (about Ahtisaari plan) that, as he put it, “absolutely coincides with that of /Kosovo Premier/ Hashim Tachi.”
 Minister Samardzic denied all allegations about his advocacy for Kosovo’s partition. However, all those allegations are fully justified – by the official Belgrade’s dictate, Samardzic has been systematically generating rancor between Kosovo Serbs and Albanians. He firstly called for the boycott of local elections in Kosovo, and then called Serbs to quit their jobs in Kosovo institutions when Kosovo proclaimed independence. He promised them monthly subsidies in the amount of 16,000 dinars (since his Ministry never met those promises the staff of the Lipljan penitentiary cold-shouldered him).
 While appealing to assembled people to leave their jobs in Orahovac, on February 4, 2008, Minister Samardzic said, “We have assembled here to tell them that the state will invest in Orahovac, open new vacancies and enable people to earn their living rather than live on social or humanitarian aid.”


And yet, the most problematic statement by Minister Samardzic was the one related to torching of checkpoints on February 19, 2008. Samardzic said, “In my opinion, that’s legitimate. It might not be nice, but is definitely legitimate.”
 He also underscored that by the governmental policy checkpoints were not under the jurisdiction of the EU mission and that Serbia planned to keep extending its authority in the territory of Kosovo Judging by such statements, the functional division scenario firstly implies establishment of “Serb institutions” (in other words, institutional segregation along ethnic lines), and then further destabilization of the crisis region. The arguments about Kosovo being dysfunctional and false state prepare the terrain for territorial partition.  


When it came to holding elections in Kosovo, the Democratic Party (DS) passively supported the decisions of the populist bloc and the motions of the outgoing government. By failing to distance itself from the nationalistic propaganda, DS actually sided it despite its pro-European rhetoric. According to what Boris Tadic said, his party would cooperate both with Kostunica’s DSS and LDP if DSS “genuinely resumes European course” and LDP “changes its Kosovo policy.” One cannot but conclude that Tadic manipulatively presents two diametrically opposite options as his potential coalition partners, despite the fact that one of them is evidently fatal for the future of both Serbia and Kosovo. 

Political developments in Serbia considerably influence the behavior of Serbs in enclaves. However, many of them have obviously distanced themselves from Kostunica’s policy, particularly after Kostunica’s poor electoral score mostly to be attributed to his insistence on the Kosovo issue. At the same time, in Serbia proper public opinion shifted towards rationalization. The great bulk of the overall election campaign focused on Europe almost totally marginalized the Kosovo problem. Now, in the post-election period, it is almost non-existent in the public discourse. Only DSS and Vojislav Kostunica dwell on the slogan “Kosovo is Serbia.” “The safeguard of Kosovo and Metohija, and Serbia’s territorial integrity and sovereignty is still a challenge for me,” said Kostunica.
 The analysis of the SAA made by the DSS-NS team of experts leans on the argument that the SAA disregards Serbia’s Constitution and its integrity. The team insists that the circumstances in which the SAA was negotiated have changed since Kosovo’s independence declaration. 
While in North Kosovo the official Belgrade pursues the policy that negates the Resolution 1244, the UNMIK opposes the establishment of a Serb assembly in Kosovo. Rada Trajkovic, vice-president of the Serb National Council, said that such an assembly would play into the hands of the Radicals and DSS. According to her, the two parties count on taking over the power in Belgrade and want such an assembly to be the only representative of Kosovo Serbs’ interests. “This compromises the official Belgrade’s policy in the event the pro-European bloc forms the parliamentary majority,” says Trajkovic.


Though the great majority of Kosovo Serbs have sobered up, they are still hostages to Kosovska Mitrovica and Belgrade. This particularly refers to the Serbs in enclaves close to Mitrovica or in those in which Belgrade has economic interests such as Srpci and Orahovac. 

Now in the finals of the negotiations on the new government, the prospects of a pro-European cabinet seem to be closer and closer. That means that the Serbian parliament will ratify the SAA with the EU, paraphed on April 28, 2008, by President Boris Tadic and Vice-premier Bozidar Djelic. However, the act of ratification will be accompanied by adoption of the Declaration on Kosovo whereby Serbia insists on its right to the territory. Such scenario has already been agreed on by all actors except for the LDP. The declaration actually leaves the Kosovo issue open until a change in international constellation that would allow for rearrangement of the Balkans by the plan of Serb nationalists. Such rearrangement implies Kosovo’s partition (12 percent of the territory would go to Serbia) and Republika Srpska’s unification with Serbia.


National homogenization around “the state issue” and postponement of its settlement till “some more favorable time in the future” is a new “Balkan challenge” for the international community, the EU in the first place. By admitting all the states emerging from the former Yugoslavia under its umbrella, the EU will be faced with two major problems: the integrity of Bosnia-Herzegovina and the integrity of Kosovo. Therefore, when it comes to Kosovo, the work on Serbs’ integration into Kosovo society should be a top priority. The Helsinki Committee’s visits to Serb enclaves indicated that improved economic conditions for Serbs could affirm the new reality and help to dispel the illusions imposed on them by Serb nationalists. At the same time, EULEX should place the entire Kosovo under its authority so as to create conditions for Serbs’ integration. 
Visits to Enclaves 
The village of Gojbulje (Gojbujë), the Vucitrn municipality (Vushtrri).

Gojbulje is a “pure Serb” village bordering on the Prishtina-Kosovska Mitrovica highway, and some 5 kilometers away from the downtown Vucitrn. Before 1999 there were some 90 Serb families in the village, i.e. about 500-600 villagers. Now there are only 280-300 people living in Gojbulje. Young ones were mostly those to move out. After the arrival of international troops in Kosovo, 12 villagers were either murdered or abducted. Villagers claim they feel unsafe and cannot freely move outside the village. For necessary errands they take a bus that takes them 3 times a week to Kosovska Mitrovica. Secondary school students travel the distance by a special bus on daily basis and free of charge. Children from neighboring Albanian villages hurl stones at the bus from time to time. The village church has been demolished and plundered several times. Though no houses have been usurped in the village, most of the villagers’ farmlands are by Albanians. Local Serbs tend their farms only if they are located close to the village.  Close to Gojbulje is the village of Miroce (Miracë) where Serbs used to have some 20 houses. Now not a single Serb lives in this village. Actually the only resident of Miroce is Albanian Abaz Ademi, who has worked as registrar in Gojbulje for 14 years. He bought a Serb house and tends 26 cows and 70 sheep. He has four sons and that’s the reason why none of former villagers wants to return. The villagers of Gojbulje take that the Kosovo authorities and international organizations have done little for the village and made no investment. Actually, the elementary school, presently attended by some 30 pupils, has been constructed, along with several hundred meters of road connecting the village with its local church. The road was constructed with international donations, American in the first place. Representatives from Kosovska Mitrovica intervened and prevented construction of yet another road that would have improved the village’s infrastructure. 
Over the meetings with the Helsinki Committee villagers underlined unemployment as their key problem. Sixteen people up to 30 years of age have left for Norway. The great majority of young men are bachelors. The married ones try everything to leave for Serbia or abroad so as to support their families. 

No serious incidents have been registered over the past year. The villagers cannot tend over 300 hectares of their distanced farms for security reasons. Though security is not such a serious problem now, they still dare not go to their farms. They cultivate only 22 hectares with obsolete machinery, and mostly sell their products in Sremska Mitrovica. To manage this business they need an Albanian as an intermediary. The village of Gojbulj was not evacuated during massive expulsion of the Serbs south of the Ibar River on March 17, 2004. That’s the main reason why so many of them still live there.
The villagers of the Security Committee say thieves are operating in the village and mostly at night when there are no policemen. 
They were mostly critical of the representatives from Kosovska Mitrovica, who, as they put it, constantly obstruct their integration into the Kosovo society. Those people are coming but offer almost nothing but “patriotic” slogans. They promise to help the villagers but never keep their promises. For instance, they refused to pay the driver of the bus traveling twice at week the Gojbulje-Kosovska Mitrovica distance. They forbade the villagers to accept any subsidies (170 Euros per person) from the Kosovo government. However, the amounts are regularly paid to their bank accounts and they can use their money at will. Despite the fact that they fear reactions from Kosovska Mitrovica, most villagers are aware of the new reality in Kosovo and would gladly change their lifestyle.  
The Serbian Orthodox Church – the only institutions with influence on Kosovo Serbs – is not present in the village and probably due to the vicinity of Kosovska Mitrovica. 
The villagers communicate with the Albanians, who buy the fodder they produce. Some Albanians cultivate Serb farm by agreement. The only organization the village has is the local football club registered in Kosovska Mitrovica. There are many children in the village – 22 up to 14, and 30 secondary school students. 
The Helsinki Committee’s teams also talked to the officers of the local Kosovo police (KPS) and KFOR. Out of 149 KPS policemen working in the municipality, 10 are Serbs. They said there were not in the position to prevent Albanians’ stock from trampling on Serbs’ farms for they could not watch all locations all the time. Obviously, the problem can be solved only through direct communication between local Serbs and their Albanian neighbors, with KFOR mediation. 

The village of Srpski Babus (Babush), the Urosevac municipality (Ferizaj). 
Srpski Babus is an ethnically mixed village bordering on the Prishtina-Skopje highway. After arrival of international forces in Kosovo, all Serbs left the village and their houses were destroyed. A project implying construction of 83 houses for Serb families, a school, sewage and electrical supply utilities was launched to secure people’s return and safety. The project worth 2.7 million Euros was financed from the Kosovo budget and by international donors. Though over 70 houses have been erected so far, just few displaced persons returned. Former villagers blame UNDP and the Kosovo Ministry for Return and Communities for the failure. Some of them live in nearby Serb enclaves and occasionally come to see the newly constructed houses.  

There is no telling how many people actually live in those houses. Many Serb villagers moved to Serbia or to Kosovska Mitrovica. Neither the Albanians interviewed by the teams could tell the number of the people living in the houses or visiting them from time to time. The teams left under the impression that “visitors” were more interested in keeping their property than in return. Hectares and hectares of farmland are left uncultivated. Unpainted houses that have not been fenced off indicate that the return is still a faraway prospect. Actually, house owners just come to the village to receive humanitarian aid from the Greek KFOR and other donors. All the Serb villagers complained of was that Albanians’ stock tramples on their land. Given that their farms are close to Prishtina and the highway, the price of real estate would surely grow. As it seems, house owners are waiting to sell their farms at better price. The local Kosovo police (KPS) are composed of Albanian officers. The villagers do not complain of policemen’s attitude towards them. Moreover, they often ask policemen to accompany them to nearby stores. 
The village of Babljak (Bablak), the Urosevac municipality (Ferizaj). 
The ethnically mixed village of Babljak is quite close to Srpski Babus and about one kilometer away from the Prishtina-Skopje highway. Until the war broke out, some 290 Serbs lived there in 65 houses. Only 30 of them remained. The international non-governmental organization UMKOR constructed 31 houses in Babljak and plans to erect yet another 15. The Urosevac municipality donated furnishing and equipment for the local out-patient facility. Presently, some 300 Albanians live in 30 houses. Relations between local Serbs and Albanians are good. Many Albanian locals have worked on the construction of Serb houses erected on the foundations of those torched in 1999. 
The Helsinki Committee’s team talked to the Stefanovic family, one of the 13 that remained. Since no villager was killed in the March 17 riots there are no bad feelings or tension. The only problem, according to the Stefanovic family, is the stock trampling on their land that has not been fenced off. The same as in other enclaves, few young people live in Babljak. The rest have left either for Serbia or Kosovska Mitrovica. The team’s interviewee complained of the behavior of the Serb representative mediating in the distribution of humanitarian aid. According to him, the packages either do not reach them at all or are half-empty. He also said that any criticism of Serb representatives usually backlashes against the complainer. 

Several pieces of agricultural machinery have been donated to Babljak recently. However, the villagers cannot use them as they lack a tractor. The villagers could live on farming should they have adequate machinery. 
The interviewees mostly criticized Serb representatives from Kosovska Mitrovica and Belgrade. They freely trade with Albanians, who are selling them goods are lower prices than Serbs from North Mitrovica, Gracanica and other Serb villages.  

The village of Staro Gracko, the Lipljan municipality (Lipjan)
Staro Gracko is on the Sitnica River, some 4 kilometers away from Lipljan and 15 from Prishtina. All of the village population are Serbs – 350 people, i.e. 95 families. Staro Gracko is surrounded by Albanian villages. The highway leading to Central Kosovo is the village’s only connection with the outside world. After the 1999 intervention the villagers had to organize themselves in utterly difficult circumstances. They were exposed to constant attacks. On July 23, 1999, 14 reapers were killed while working in the field. This made 44 families, i.e. 188 people, to leave their homesteads.

 
Villagers’ spontaneous response to the killing, followed by the murder of two young people on February 19, 2004, was total self-isolation from the Albanian majority. Despite the fact that freedom of movement has improved since the aftermath of the war, the villagers remained fully separated from the life in Kosovo. The question whether it is all about self-isolation or actual threat to their lives is still open.
 

And yet, this enclave considerably differs from other Serb communities in Kosovo. Due to the village’s geographical position, that is vicinity of Prishtina, the villagers realized soon that the capital is the center of financial and social power and, therefore, they should cooperate with representatives of the international community and the Kosovo government. However, such realization by itself could not have solved their problems. Therefore, a group of villagers founded a non-governmental organization – actually, a cultural and sports association – to imbue some quality into everyday living. But they faced the problem of financing the organization. So over the meeting with the Helsinki Committee team they presented their projects in writing. As it turned out, their problem was not so difficult to solve. The team arranged them meetings with several donor organizations in Prishtina. Funds for their activities were available and the group’s projects met all the criteria for grants. .

Some villagers are full-time employees at the Lipljan penitentiary, which secures their families regular income.


It is interesting to note that despite all the hardship after 1999 none of the villagers has sold his or her property. They said that having houses and land of their own makes them feel safer and hopeful about future. 
Eight families with total of 28 people have returned to the village so far. All returnees, the same as other villagers, feel safe during daylight but avoid any movement at night. In daylight they freely travel to Lipljan, Gracanica and Kosovska Mitrovica. They travel by a van owned by a villager and by UNMIK minibus. Students drive daily to schools in Lipljan and Gracanica. The villagers, the same as other Serbs in the Lipljan municipality, are dissatisfied with the process of return. Few people have returned by their own will, while no organized return has taken place, they say. 

The Lipljan municipality encompasses 72 villages and has always been ethnically mixed. Before the war Serbs lived in 22 villages, and now in 13 only. Before the war there were 15,051 Serb inhabitants, now only 9,200. In the aftermath of the war 251 Serb houses were torched, while in the March 2004 riots another 32 houses went on fire.  
Presently, the security situation in the municipality is adequate. No serious cases of ethnically motivated violence have been registered since March 17, 2004. The last incident was in the summer of 2006 when unidentified persons fired from shotguns at the vehicle of the Djokic family on the road between Staro Gracko and Lipljan.  

Serbs have two deputies in the Lipljan municipality and the office of deputy major. No Serbs are employed in other municipal institutions. The authorities have promised two vacancies for Serb judges and one for a court clerk but nothing came out of it so far. For Serbs, unemployment is the biggest problem of all, some say even bigger than safety. Few work in schools, medical centers and the Lipljan District Prison. Considerably parts of Serb real estate have been usurped. Actually, in the area of the Lipljan municipality Serbs tend only 30 percent of their farms. The rest is either neglected or used by the Albanians from neighboring villages. 
The people who remained do not intend to leave their homesteads or sell their property. They display interest in cooperation and readiness to partake in Kosovo institutions. The village has an elementary school, an out-patient facility, a cultural society and a football team. Secondary school students daily travel by bus to Lipljan and Gracanica. 
The meeting with the villagers made it possible for the team to identify the following problems plaguing their everyday life: 
· KPS, KFOR and UNMIK policemen in charge of the enclave’s security (and supposed to track down the perpetrators of the crimes committed in its territory) are replaced on monthly basis. Such unfortunate arrangement negatively affects the villagers’ sense of security and constantly traumatizes those who have eye witnessed tragic events.

· The villagers live in fear of being assaulted by their /Albanian/ neighbors. According to them, incidents are no longer frequent as they used to be, particularly after a group of Albanians attacked an Albanian family accidentally.

· The villagers do not have free access to the village graveyard, which is situated outside the enclave. This is particularly problematic for them at the time of religious holidays. Besides, the graveyard is neglected and landmines placed there during wartime have not been removed.
· In the cases of urgent medical problems or births they have to wait for KPS or KFOR policemen to accompany them to hospitals. The policemen and NATO troops usually react with unnecessary delay because of bureaucratic obstacles.
Recommendations:

· With little effort and good will the Staro Gracko enclave could become a model of Serbs’ integration into the Kosovo society. For such a model to become true, the following steps need to be taken at the level of everyday life: 
· Communication between the villagers and representatives of the Kosovo authorities and international community should become a regular practice. Such communication should particularly focus on capacity building of the local NGO. 
· The avenues of communication between the villagers and the residents of neighboring villages should be opened through meetings and, possibly, working groups composed of the representatives of both ethnic communities. 
· Officials from the Lipljan municipality should contact the villages so as to help them solve their everyday problems such as renovation of the graveyard and removal of landmines. 
· The villagers’ meetings with police and army representatives in charge of the enclave should be arranged. 

The excursion to Prizren and the Visoki Decani Monastery 
On June 8, 2008, with the assistance of the UNMIK Outreach for Political Issues, the Helsinki Committee team organized an excursion to Prizren and the Visoki Decani monastery for the group of 59 pupils of the local “Braca Aksic” elementary school, their teachers and parents. 
The group arrived in Prizren by bus in the morning. They toured the town unescorted by policemen. After spending some time in the town’s main square, the group visited the Serb Eastern Orthodox Seminary, the St. George Church and the Raska-Prizren Eparchy, presently under reconstruction. Then they went to see the 14th century St. Archangels’ monastery some 3 kilometers away from downtown Prizren. 
When they stepped down from the bus, most of them seemed anxious. That was the first time ever they left their enclave. They said nothing and kept together. When they realized that no one was paying any special attention to them, they felt relieved and even begun to communicate among themselves in Serbian. They split in smaller groups and went from store to store, looking around and taking photos. The entire group – students, teachers and parents – enjoyed ice-cream in an Albanian sweetshop and, later on, had their hamburgers in a pub also owned by an Albanian. Some bought themselves souvenirs and other stuff. 
In the St. Archangels’ monastery they were welcomed by the deputy chief priest in the absence of father Benedict, and were allowed to make a tour of the monastery. 

The group had a lunch in the Veliki Decani monastery, prepared specially for them by monks, and talked to the monks.  

The group returned to Staro Gracko in the evening satisfied with the excursion. They had not been exposed to any provocation whatsoever, on the contrary – everyone they met in Prizren was kind to them, no one looked them suspiciously, even a group of Albanian students riding in buses waved to them. All of them thanked the organizers for the opportunity to get out of the enclave and see Prizren.  

The village of Novo Selo Madjunsko (Novosellë e Maxhunit), the Vucitrn municipality (Vushtrri)
The village is located some 5 kilometers away from Vucitrn, bordering on the Vucitrn-Prishtina highway. It was ethnically mixed (Serbs and Albanians) before the war. Albanians were in the majority. There used to be some 70 Serb houses – all in all over 500 Serbs. Not a single Serb remained in the village – they left after the international troops arrived to Kosovo. Most Serbs used to work in state-run enterprises, the tin factory in Vucitrn and in the electrical power plant in Obilic. Inter-ethnic relations were very good. There has never been a single ethnically motivated incident.  

However, a number of incidents along the Mitrovica-Prishtina highway, in the vicinity of the village, took place on the eve of NATO intervention. Members of the Kosovo Liberation Army /KLA/ were attacking Serbs. The area also swarmed with Serbian army and police troops. Some of them were stationed in the village. During NATO bombardment Albanian residents left their houses, while Serbs remained. Though none of them was killed or beaten up after the arrival of international troops, they left either for Serbia or Kosovska Mitrovica. In the meantime some sold their houses and farms. 
Some three years ago, 36 Serb houses were reconstructed with the assistance of the UNDP and UNHCR. Some former Serb inhabitants came back just to leave the village after few days. They were dissatisfied with the quality of the houses. Actually, all those houses were unpainted, unfurnished, with no electrical power or plumbing, and with no access roads. In the meantime they were totally demolished. Presently, French KFOR is stationed in the village. 

The village of Novo Selo Madjunsko is an illustrative example of misuse of financial assistance by Serb population. Namely, despite the fact that none of them actually live in the village, they are all formally registered as inhabitants. They have registered themselves so as to keep receiving financial assistance from donor organizations and the Serbian government, and to be treated as legal owners of the houses they plan to sell once the price of real estate spirals. 
Recommendations: 
· Enclaves as this one – without returnees – should be identified and systematized. For, the people who are not actually living in Kosovo are consuming the limited funds that could be used by those who really need it but do not get it. Such an analysis would greatly upgrade the process of defining real needs of the people living in enclaves.   

General conclusions and recommendations 
· The team was strongly impressed by the change in villagers’ perception of the difficulties facing them, and the ways to solve those difficulties. Generally speaking and when compared with earlier meetings in Serb enclaves, the “topic” of discussions were now individualized. By referring to “we,” villagers no longer imply Serbs in general but residents of their enclaves, or just those with the same status vis-à-vis distribution of humanitarian aid or decision-making. The term “they” no more refers to all Albanians in general but to people with names, who have usurped their property, to groups of people from neighboring villages or to concrete individuals violating their rights. Besides, unlike earlier, generalized description of situation, hardships and security risks, this time people spoke in detail and referred to various aspects of their everyday life. All in all, they were more straightforward, less anxious and did not leave the impression of helpless people looking up to Belgrade, as they had last time. 
· Besides being more straightforward, they are visibly ready to communicate with their Albanian neighbors and speak of the experience with Kosovo and international institutions. They place more trust in KPS than they used to, but still distrust Kosovo courts they have been turning to for their property claims. They are overtly dissatisfied with the work of the Coordination Center, and suspicious about the criteria for distribution of humanitarian aid. 
· The great majority of the people the Helsinki Committee talked to have no dilemmas or doubts when it comes to the support of the international institutions, the Kosovo authorities and non-governmental organizations. 
· Bearing in mind the success of the excursion organized for children and their teachers and parents from a Serb enclave, the Helsinki Committee takes that such practice should be continued and enriched with novel ideas and contents. That would help to shut the door to the policy of self-isolation pursued by the official Belgrade, imposing on Kosovo Serbs, young people in particular, negative perceptions and sense of insecurity in enclaves.  

· Through such and similar actions tolerance should be promoted both among Serbian and Albanian children. All the Serbs recognizing the new reality in Kosovo should be encouraged, while those disseminating ethnic hatred or manipulating unverified facts and half-truths unmasked. 
· All those goals could be more efficiently attained in close cooperation with UNMIK and other international organizations. The media in Kosovo could greatly contribute to those objects by covering various positive events and promoting inter-ethnic tolerance. This particularly refers to broadcast media that that play crucial role in Serbs’ integration into the Kosovo society. 
· Establishment of women and youth organizations – meant to activate those vital segments of population – urgently needs assistance in the village of Gojbulje. The Albanian Women Network and the Helsinki Committee can lend a helping hand to local women. Relevant officials in Prishtina manifested readiness to finance any project whatsoever.  

· Summer camps for children – either regional or international – should be organized to open up new vistas for young ones and help them overcome their present-day isolation. 
· The influence of Kosovska Mitrovica should be minimalized through efficient involvement of the Serbs in enclaves in a variety of projects. 
· Access to the lands located outside the enclaves should be secured as soon as possible so as to create preconditions for farming and better earnings. In this context, thought should be given to establishment of “communes” that would be more efficient in planning and marketing farm products. 
· Younger generations – i.e. people of 25-35 years of age – should be in the focus of Serbs’ sustainable life in Kosovo. For this purpose, vacancies capable of motivating them to stay should be carefully planned.  

· When it comes to Kosovo Serbs’ identity, their integration into the Kosovo society would gradually help them to build “a Kosovo identity” as well – the identity implying a cultural model that is by far richer than the one (exclusively ethnic) advocated by the Serbian Orthodox Church.  
The Helsinki Committee’s teams had meetings in/with: 
The Norwegian Office in Prishtina 
The Swiss Embassy in Prishtina 
The US Embassy in Prishtina 
The Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany in Prishtina 
The Austrian Agency for Development in Kosovo 
The Kosovo Fund for an Open Society 
The Embassy of Great Britain in Prishtina 
The EULEX Mission
The UNMIK  

The KFOR

Hajredin Kuchi, Kosovo vice-premier 
� The project is realized with the assistance of the Rockefeller Brothers Fund /RBF/.


�According to Resolution 1244, the international civilian mission in Kosovo is supposed to «organize and supervise development of provisional institutions for democratic and autonomous self-government till final political settlement, including the elections.» 


�Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu responded to Minister Samardzic’s announcement that Serbia would do everything in its power to secure equal rights to Kosovo Serbs. Sejdiu said Kosovo would respect the principle of dual citizenship but would “not allow any turbulence in its territory by which some would like to question Kosovo as an independent and sovereign state.” (� HYPERLINK "http://www.mtsmondo.com/news/world/text.php?vest=92038" �http://www.mtsmondo.com/news/world/text.php?vest=92038�).


�UNMIK decided to decline its support to the elections but not to impede their holding (Ivanko), as well as that the results in the event of the vote would be consired invalid (Rucker). 


� Minister Samardzic's proposal about functional separation between Serbs and Albanians is still under the UN consideration. According to Samardzic, functional separation implies that «Serbs would have to work in their own institutions.» «This is not about a territorial division, no one has ever referred to such a thing,» he said (� HYPERLINK "http://www.mtsmondo.com/news/world/text.php?vest=92038" �http://www.mtsmondo.com/news/world/text.php?vest=92038�).


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.b92.net/" �www.b92.net�., March 31, 2008.


� The decision affects everyday existence of 2,300 employees of Serb origin at the moment of Kosovo's independence declaration. While workers in Lipljan, the town south of the Ibar River, would be left jobless but hoping to get subsidies from Serbia, plans about Kosovo's partition are being forged. In the event of Kosovo's partition, i.e. in the event North Kosovo unites with Serbia, 80,000 people south of the Ibar River would be «crossed off.» So, one of the Kosovo Serb leaders, Oliver Ivanovic, hypocritically tells the Kurir daily, «I don't believe there would be any incidents or that people would be endangered since Americans, the EU and NATO have warned the Albanians against any acts that could jeopardize their plan for independence.» So, between the lines he messages that «Albanian terror» is only the matter of time.  


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.b92.net/" �www.b92.net� 


� TV show «Polygraph,» February 19, 2008.


� Pravda, June 7-8, 2008.


� Danas, June 9, 2008.


� Unfortunately, this massive murder has only been partially solved up to now. In October 2007, the police arrested Albanian Mazlum Bitici of the Veliki Alas village as a suspect. The crime committed in Staro Gracko is one of the most serious ones since the arrival of the UN mission and KFOR. Investigation into the murder produced poor results due to, as many claimed, systematic intimidation of witnesses. 


� According to a young woman the team interviewed, after all hardship young people began travelling more and more often, primarily to Serbia and the parts of Kosovo with Serb population. „I would be lying to you should I say the life here is the same as it was in 1999 or in 2004. Everything changes, slowly, but changes. People feel a bit more at ease, though they still live in fear someone might kill them. Fear has become a reflex we cannot get rid of,» she said.  


� After Kosovo’s independence declaration of Februrary 17, a number of Serb quit their jobs in KPS and other institutitions. They did it by the dictate of official Belgrade and local leaders in Kosovo, who promised them steady jobs and pays from Serbia’s budget. However, those were nothing but empty promises. Thanks to the international community’s and the Kosovo government’s good will Serb policemen from KPS and prison guards in Lipljan were not left jobless. They are presently under suspension but do receive theri paycheks regularly.  
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