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HCHR Priština Office - Activity Report (October-December)
 

In October 2008, the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights (HCHR) opened an office in Priština with a view to monitoring the situation in the enclaves and helping the Serb community to communicate with Kosovo institutions and international representatives in Priština. The Committee’s decision to open the Office was based on its months-long activities in the enclaves.  In the last quarter of 2008, the Committee focused on establishing communication between the Serb community and relevant Kosovo institutions, politicians and civil groups.   

The Office opened with the presentation of the report ‘Forgotten World – Kosovo Enclaves’ in Priština’s Hotel Grand on 22 September 2008. The report drew considerable public attention in Kosovo. The conference was attended by over 50 representatives of enclave Serbs, Kosovo institutions, international organizations, embassies and foreign representative offices in Priština, NGOs, lawyers, independent intellectuals and media organizations.
The conference was widely reported by both domestic media and foreign correspondents. The event was covered by all Albanian-language media in Priština, a number of them also running extensive commentaries and interviews with participants. The public service broadcasting organization, RTK, broadcast a special programme including an interview with the HCHR President, Sonja Biserko.  TV21 and Radio Dukagjini also had special programmes. The media highlighted Biserko’s introductory statement and report excerpts indicating lack of concern with the Serb enclaves in Kosovo on the part of Belgrade, Priština and the international community.  The enclaves have been sacrificed by Belgrade with a view to a partition of Kosovo. The media highlighted the finding that the enclave Serbs’ general position had improved, especially concerning their freedom of movement, and that solving practical problems from their everyday life was their chief concern.

General Context  

‘EULEX - made in Serbia’ was among the various graffiti scrawled in Priština’s main square in response to the UN Security Council presidential statement of 27 November 2008 approving Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s six-point plan. Peaceful protests against deploying the European Union Rule of Law Mission in Kosovo (EULEX) under the plan were also held in Priština under the slogan ‘Against the six points – for Kosovo’s sovereignty’. The reactions to the document may be viewed as being of two main kinds. Firstly, most Kosovo Albanians regard the adoption of the plan as a major victory for Serbia in preparation for a partition of Kosovo. However, a number of NGOs consider that the Kosovo institutions tacitly approved the plan in order to pave the way for the deployment of EULEX. Enthusiasm among most Kosovo Albanians regarding prospects for the EULEX mission is ebbing. Experts on Kosovo affairs view the deployment of EULEX throughout Kosovo as support for the Kosovo government and its institutions and as a move designed to contribute to Kosovo’s accelerated consolidation.

Members of the Serb community are likewise divided about the plan. Their initial reactions following the UN Security Council’s decision to replace UNMIK with EULEX were favourable, their prevailing opinion being that EULEX would preserve Serbia’s sovereignty. The decision was interpreted as a major victory for Serbia. Soon afterwards, however, opposition to EULEX’s deployment began to mount, particularly in the north of Kosovo. The opposition occasionally turned violent. For instance, several cars with Kosovo registration plates owned by Albanians were damaged on the night of 3-4 December. Deputies of the so-called Assembly of the Community of Serb Municipalities in northern Mitrovica also oppose the EU mission presence. A public petition against EULEX’s deployment was signed by some 70,000 people. Serb officials in the north of Kosovo stress that UNMIK’s departure is a great loss to the Serbs and that ‘EULEX cannot be neutral because its mandate is based on the constitution of the self-proclaimed state of Kosovo.’ 

On the other hand, Serbs in the Pomoravlje region of Kosovo, where they live in numbers, and those in the enclaves, have different views of EULEX’s deployment. They say that they will lend a hand to EULEX in the expectation that it will solve the problems left behind by UNMIK and help create better conditions of life for the Serb population. Their proviso is that their cooperation will depend entirely on what the mission implements. One notices that many Serbs living in these areas rarely comment on the EULEX mission because they are not properly informed about it.

The refusal of the majority of Serbs to recognize Kosovo’s independence and the new reality on the ground is due to Belgrade’s dictates. On the other hand, the EU civil representative in Kosovo, Pieter Feith, points out that in the event of the mission being opposed in the north of Kosovo, EULEX officials will try to solve problems with local politicians in order to forestall any violence. A failure by EULEX, Feith believes, will be a step back both for the independence project and for the objectives set previously.
EULEX will not find it easy to accomplish its mission. The EU mission faces not only an indistinct demarcation of responsibility between the EU and UN mandates, but also much ambiguity concerning its sphere of operation in Kosovo. The EULEX judges will find it difficult to achieve efficiency in a legislative chaos forcing them use four sets of laws and regulations. At present, legislation adopted by the Kosovo parliament and UNMIK regulations are in force in Kosovo, with laws of the former Yugoslavia and those of the Republic of Serbia also in use in the north of Kosovo.
In his statement the head of EULEX, Yves de Kermabon, did not make clear which of these laws would be in use.  He also failed to specify whether the mission would fully implement the six points laid down by the UN Secretary General. He said that EULEX was going to implement the current legal framework, and that the implementation of the six points was the job of the head of UNMIK, Lamberto Zannier. ‘I may say that the six points are the job of the Secretary General’s Special Representative, Lamberto Zannier, in his contacts with Belgrade and Priština,’ he said. Kermabon added that his mission would be guided by Resolution 1244, the joint plan for EU action and the invitation of Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu, adding that he would proceed on the basis of that specific mandate. 

At the same time, UNMIK head Lamberto Zannier said that the UN mission would continue to play a ‘very political’ role in Kosovo. ‘We are expected to submit quarterly reports on the situation on the ground. All the more so since the international community is still divided over Kosovo’s status, and since Resolution 1244 is still in force.’
However, the Kosovo deputy prime minister, Hajredin Kuci, said that EULEX would operate in Kosovo in conformity with the Constitution and Kosovo law. In response to Kermabon’s statement that his mission would respect Resolution 1244, Kuci said that this ‘resolution is not functional since Kosovo has a constitution and laws approved by the assembly, so I think that the legal basis is clear.’
 Domestic institutions have been inoperative for a long time and Kosovo laws are not respected in the north of Kosovo. The Serb parallel structures decide on everything. EULEX officials are saying that they have no mandate to dissolve the Serb parallel structures and that it is actually up to the Kosovo government to do so; on the other hand, the Kosovo authorities are stalling in the hope that EULEX will do this. The public in Kosovo is finding these and similar statements rather ambiguous and confusing. The situation is further aggravated by unchecked crime and smuggling in the north, the Kosovo and international institutions having so far been unable to suppress such activities. EULEX will have to deal with this grave legacy as soon as possible, as well as to address the problem of corruption, which has reached worrying proportions throughout Kosovo. 


Furthermore, the numerous incidents in the north have for the most part been organized by radical Serb groups from the area. In this connection, Rada Trajković said, ‘I expected the Serbian government to send a clear message to all who are seeking to destabilize northern Kosovska Mitrovica and northern Kosovo that the Serbian state will insist on their identification and location.’ Minister Bogdanović, she said, failed to mention the essence of the latest developments, namely that ‘Serbs are to blame for the incidents.’ ‘It was Serbs that threw the bomb at the firemen and Serbs that attacked the Most TV crew, injured the woman reporter and tried to destroy the footage on that evening’s events by smashing the camera.’ Trajković stressed that if the Serbian government wanted to solve the problem, it must do everything to prevent the participation of a Serb destabilizing factor. The residents of northern Mitrovica are very concerned, she said, ‘this time over [the participation of] people from their own community who are obviously instrumentalized.  I don’t know who’s behind them, but such a thing must not be a mystery to the minister for Kosovo and Metohija and the Serbian government… After all, given that statements are being made all the time that the north of Kosovo is under Belgrade’s control, Belgrade will have to bear full responsibility for the events in the north.’
The EULEX officially stated its mandate in Kosovo on 9 December 2008. There were no problems or incidents during the first deployment stage. The judges, police officers and customs officials with EULEX took up their duties without obstruction. Three days later, on 12 December, the UNMIK customs service was ceremoniously transformed into Kosovo customs. About 1,400 mission members were deployed throughout Kosovo. In a few months, when it becomes operational, it will consist of 1,900 international and 1,100 local members. The mission will oversee and counsel Kosovo institutions including police, courts, prosecutor’s offices and customs. It will also have enforcement powers where serious criminal offences are concerned. This gives hope that interethnic tensions will abate and that things will turn for the better.
However, one of the mission’s main tests in the forthcoming period will concern its ability to restore the citizens’ confidence in law and justice.  In Kosovo, not only Serbs but Albanians and members of other communities as well have lost much confidence in law and justice, above all because of organized crime, corruption, infringement of property rights, and so on. EULEX will enjoy the backing of the local population if it succeeds in restoring its trust. Their support will be of great help in stabilizing the region and its European integration. Failing this, EULEX will go the way of UNMIK. 

The Anti-EULEX Petition

An anti-EULEX petition signing campaign was organized in the north of Kosovo in October, most probably at Belgrade’s instigation. The petition is to be forwarded to Serbian institution leaders in Belgrade, the Russian embassy and the UN.

The Communities Conferences

Numerous international and local conferences involving citizens of both communities were organized in October. The Albanians laid stress on independence, the roles of the US, NATO and democracy, the need for European integrations, a multi-ethnic society and positive discrimination of minorities. The Serb representatives mostly kept silent, and those who spoke complained mostly of injustices and crimes perpetrated against them. None of them made references to crimes against Albanians. Neither community wanted to debate the things that actually took place in the past.

Non-enforcement of Law

The Kosovo institutionsare enforcing applicable legislation at a slow pace, with over 180,000 court cases awaiting European experts to deal with them. Out of some 40,000 criminal offences being processed, 700 are rated ‘high level’ and linked to the very top of the institutions. The exercise of property rights is a special problem. Since 1999, the Kosovo Property Agency has received 39,803 claims for the restitution of property. Out of 14,088 claims that have entered procedure, many have not been settled. 

The case of Branislav Mihajlović from the village of Pozarane (Pozharan) near Vitina (Viti): For more than six years he has vainly petitioned Kosovo institutions for the restitution of his usurped house in the centre of the village and five hectares of land. His house was illegally occupied, on the strength of forged documents, by 14 members of an Albanian family. Mihajlović is in possession of incontrovertible proof of ownership. Although he has petitioned all Kosovo institutions and Albanian leaders, no one has taken any steps to solve the matter. In 1999, there were 10,000 Serbs in Vitina and more than 200 in Pozarane; now there are some 3,500 in Vitina and none in Pozarane.
The case of Sarite Olevica: She had a flat in Priština which she and here family left in 1999. When she tried to return, she found the front door bricked up and the flat turned into a coffee-house. The usurper, a former Kosovo Liberation Army (OVK) veteran, is a member of the Kosovo Police Force (KPF).

False Presentation of the Situation in Uroševac

Local institutions often paint the situation in a false light and only pay lip service to solving the problems.  A conference entitled ‘Return and Reintegration - the Road Ahead’ was held in Uroševac (Ferizaj). Addressing the representatives of KFOR, UNMIK, OSCE, embassies, Ministry for Return and others, Mayor Balush Xemajli said, ‘The municipality of Uroševac can serve as an example to others in the matter of return. Our municipality has had no inter-ethnic problems for years. The minority population has no objections whatever regarding the freedom of movement.’ There are, however, no Serbs in the municipality to speak of and no one is returning to it. The municipality’s total Serb population, mostly elderly and sick people, does not exceed 30. Although more than 130 houses and other infrastructure facilities have been built in the municipality village of Srpski Babus, no one has returned.
The Cleaning of the Orthodox Cemetery

Orthodox cemeteries in many places formerly inhabited by Serbs have been desecrated and damaged and are still waiting to be repaired. There are no Serb returnees at all in the municipality of Štimlje (Shtime). Most of their houses have been destroyed or sold.  At the end of October 2008, local authorities organized the cleaning of the Orthodox cemetery, church and other auxiliary facilities in cooperation with the KPS, KFOR and OSCE. The cemetery was first checked for mines by KFOR and then cleaned by the regional company Pastrimi. 

Kosovo Serbs’ Cooperation with Domestic Institutions

Following the proclamation of Kosovo’s independence, the Serb residents of the municipality of Vitina complied with a Serbian government decision and stopped cooperating with Kosovo institutions. In spite of this, the Community Office in the Serb village of Vrbovac (Vrbocë) in the municipality of Vitina showed a readiness to cooperate with Kosovo institutions in order to improve the Serb’s situation. Thanks to the Office, aid was distributed to 30 families, the cemetery in the village of Grmovo was cleaned up and the broken gravestones repaired, and a van was provided to transport patients to facilities in Gračanica, Mitrovica and Priština. The Office submitted to the Kosovo Ministry of Communities and Returns several projects including a sports ground in Grnčar village, the construction of façade of the Marko Rajković primary school and supplying Serb villages with refuse containers.

Smuggling in the North of Kosovo

Smuggling has been rampant, especially of oil products, since the border crossing and customs facility were burned down in the north of Kosovo. The border crossings Jarina near Leposavić and Banjska near Zubin Potok, both in municipalities with a majority Serb population, are not controlled by anyone. Serb political leaders are obstructing the normal operation of the crossings and their control by customs and the KPS. As a result, there are various abuses including money laundering and misappropriation of budgetary resources for Kosovo Serbs. 

Belgrade’s Aid for Kosovo Serbs

Serbia’s new government is planning an aid package for Serbs in Kosovo consisting of 14,250 cubic metres of firewood, 1,510 tonnes of coal and 182 tonnes of heating oil. The government also says it is willing to pay their outstanding electricity bills. The Kosovo Energy Corporation (KEK) claims that the debt stands at €101 million including a sum of some €725,000. The north of Kosovo is the only zone not implementing the ABC method of electricity supply. According to KEK, the area is the biggest electricity consumer using some 35 megawatts in summer and 75 megawatts in winter. Nearly half of electricity generated by the Kosovo power plants disappears en route. A document on the KEK September plan realization put the energy loss at 41.24 per cent of total output.

No Documents for Leposavić Albanians

The Albanian residents of Leposavić, a majority Serb municipality, are unable to obtain identity cards and travel documents of the Republic of Kosovo. Kosovo authorities cannot operate and have no influence there at all. What is more, ethnic Albanian citizens are unable to exercise these rights in the municipality of Kosovska Mitrovica either because the municipality does not regard them as its residents. 

Serbs not Returning to Drsnik Village

In the village of Drsnik, the municipality of Klina (Klinë), 50 housing facilities have been built for Serbs who fled in 1999 and would like to return. Most of them have not returned in spite of the fact that security and freedom of movement are no longer a problem for them. At the moment, the village population consists of some 20 elderly Serbs. Drsnik is a rich village in the Metohija plain. The Serbs’ land is very fertile with excellent prospects for the development of agriculture. However, the village has no school, doctor and safe drinking water and there is not a single young man in it. These are the main reasons why Serbs are not returning to this mixed population village. Before the war, the village had a population of some 1,000, mostly Serbs.

Clashes Between Serbs and Albanians in Drsnik

Local Serbs and Albanians clashed in June in the village of Berivojce, in the municipality of Kosovska Kamenica (Kamenicë), over the building of a mosque. Several people were injured. The Albanians are determined to build a mosque on a location used by the Serbs for holding their assemblies. With neither side willing to back down, new clashes are not to be ruled out. There are other suitable locations for building a mosque in the village.

Priština Protests on 19 November 2008
Peaceful demonstrations took place in Priština on 19 November with protesters opposing Ban’s six-point plan and EULEX’s deployment and calling for defending Kosovo’s sovereignty. The protests were organized by a network of NGOs spearheaded by Albin Kurti’s Vetëvendosja (Self-Determination) movement. Participants included NGO members, schoolchildren and university students, Trepča miners and many elderly citizens. The media put the number of protesters between 10,000 and 30,000. They marched past the University Library and down Agim Ramadani Street before they stopped outside the Kosovo government building. A demand to reject the Ban plan was read out amid the chanting of anti-plan slogans. The protesters then marched through Mother Theresa Square and gathered again outside the UNMIK headquarters. Kurti addressed them saying, ‘Kosovo does not need an EU mission, because the Kosovo government should have authority throughout the territory. It is unacceptable that the UN and Serbia should decide on Kosovo without recognizing Kosovo.’ The demonstrators were addressed by Igballe Rugova and others on behalf of the Network of the Women of Kosovo. Participants carried banners reading, ‘We won’t let the UCK values be trodden on’, ‘No to the plan, yes to a referendum’, ‘ No new talks with Serbia’, ‘Kosovo is ours’, ‘No to Ban Ki-moon’s plan’, ‘We want Europe, not being under Europe’, ‘Sovereignty, independence, freedom’, ‘The new reality of Kosovo stems from the people’, and so on. The crowd also chanted ‘UCK’ and ‘Mitrovica’ and sang Albanian songs. Kosovo institution and political party leaders were not seen among the demonstrators. The small number of KPS and UNMIK police members who followed the demonstrators had no occasion to intervene. The protest was larger than those held before and ended without an incident.
The Committee’s Main Activities

1. The Committee Visits Orahovac, Velika Hoča and Zočište Monastery on 23 September 2008
Security and freedom of movement including visits to municipal services are no longer problems for the Serbs who remain in the upper part of the town and in the village of Velika Hoča. Their complaints are mostly about unemployment, no access to their vineyards and fields, education, communication and, especially, disregard of the law and the inability of the judicial authorities to enforce their decisions. 
A number of Serbs from Orahovac and Velika Hoča
 cannot use their usurped property or get any compensation for it. Some owners of flats, vineyards and fields cannot use or sell their property although the courts have found in their favour and they have paid the lawyers’ fees and all the taxes. They expect the Helsinki Committee to intercede with the relevant Kosovo institutions to make sure they can exercise their rights.

Since 1999, Serb primary and secondary schoolchildren have been taught in a makeshift facility, a former self-service store, instead of attending classes in the Albanian part of the town.
 The former headmaster, Mile Grković, the current headmistress, Suzana Grković, and several members of the Serb community said that teachers and parents opposed the idea of the children going to the same school. They insist that a special school should be built for the Serb children. Suzana Grković said that her school was currently attended by only 46 children. She suggested organizing joint English language courses for Serb and Albanian children and building joint sports grounds. Save for a privately-owned basketball court, there are no sports grounds in the northern part of the town. The schoolmistress appeared keen on organizing visits for schoolchildren and parents to the Monastery of Dečani, the Patriarchate of Peć and Prizren.

The Serbs living in the upper part of the town complain of being cut off owing to lack of regular services between Orahovac and other places in Kosovo and Serbia. They say that this situation is creating a feeling of ‘being stifled’. The twice-weekly van service to Kosovska Mitrovica and back does not satisfy their needs.  The passengers are requested to register in advance and state where they are going and on what business. They say that they need daily transport to buy necessities, have access to medical services, visit public institutions for regulating personal and family affairs and so on. They propose that at least one minibus be provided for regular services from Orahovac and back. A group of women said they would like organized visits to Prizren for trading purposes and for visiting Orthodox Church facilities. 

The need for a soup kitchen is keenly felt in Orahovac where there are many sick and poor elderly people as well as needy families. Even those for whom money is no issue do not have the choice of shopping facilities located near their homes. Some of them buy their necessities in Kosovska Mitrovica or in Serbia.

The Serbs living in the enclave in the upper part of the town cannot bury their dead in their cemetery in the lower Albanian part. Since 1999, they have been using the church yard for this purpose.

Most of the 850 or so residents of the purely Serb village of Velika Hoča are without jobs. Most of them used to work for the Orvin agricultural and processing plant. Only three families have received grants so far, enabling them to produce 15,000 litres of vine a year. The Monastery of Dečani has five hectares of vineyards in the territory of Velika Hoča with cellars in which wine is bottled.

There is in the vicinity of Velika Hoča a facility which used to make plastic packing containers and detergents. The machinery was destroyed after the war but the facility remains undamaged. The facility was used for a while as accommodation by Dutch members of KFOR. At present, only one private businessman is using it. The locals are convinced that the facility could be used to reduce unemployment considerably. They think that the facility does not need much investment to make it functional and that both they and Albanians could work there. They say that the grants made so far have been a source of vexation and disappointment because of fund abuses by grantees. They say that ‘only rascals have profited’ by them.

The superior of the Monastery of Kozma and Damjan in Zočište (destroyed in 2004 and partially renovated) said that he had no security problems and felt free to visit Prizren whenever he wanted to. Over 30 housing facilities have been built for displaced Serbs in Zočište village.  The superior, Father Stefan, believes that the Serbs will not return because they have bought flats and houses and found jobs in Serbia. They and especially their children have integrated and have better prospects there. All the same, he believes that people may return individually to the village and to Orahovac. He considers that the Church can play an important role in helping the Serbs to remain in Kosovo. 

The Serbs may remain in these enclaves only if their survival is ensured not only through humanitarian aid but by creating the conditions for their continued presence. This means, above all, enabling them to find work and school their children. The children who go to school in Serbia as a rule stay there. The region has potential for economic recovery and development. During discussions with residents of these enclaves the HCHR in Serbia team identified several possible projects which could, with help from the Kosovo government and the international community, change the lives of both Serbs and Albanians substantially. 

The HCHC believes that the region could rally fairly quickly. The Committee is therefore proposing: 1. establishing a cooperative with financial support from the international community to bring together the region’s wine-growers (Albanians and Serbs). This calls for providing equipment and wine cellars. Local wine is of exceptional quality and used to be internationally appreciated. The region’s potential in this regard is unexploited. Therefore, meetings should be held with the wine-growers to find out exactly what they need (concerning vineyard renewal, equipment and production finalization, bottling). The region’s wine production capacity is some 50 million litres and wine storage capacity 500,000 hectolitres; 2. establishing regular bus services to Priština, Prizren, Kosovska Mitrovica and Serbia; 3. organizing foreign language teaching for children, particularly of English, in mixed Serb-Albanian classes; 4. building sports grounds for Albanian and Serb children; 5. converting the existing facility in Velika Hoča (formerly a detergent and packaging factory) into a grape juice plant (as suggested by residents) to employ both Albanians and Serbs; 6. opening a soup kitchen in Orahovac to cater for the town’s large infirm and socially deprived population. It is also necessary to organise a medical service to visit these people regularly. Such services could be provided by the existing health centre in the Albanian part of Orahovac; 7. enabling the Serbs to use the old cemetery.

2. Women and Men from Serb Enclaves Visit Priština on 3 November 2008
The visit was organized without police escort (the KPS was informed but no escort was requested).  The group comprised 36 women and three men from the villages of Grace and Priluže (Prilluzhë) in the municipality of Vučitrn (Vushtrri), and from the villages of Ugljare and Bresje in the municipality of Kosovo Polje (Fushë Kosovë). They visited the Grand Store shopping centre near Caklavica, the Boro i Ramiz Youth Centre in Priština and strolled down the main street and Majka Tereza (Nëna Terezë) Square. 
 
The visitors moved freely and spoke Serbian among themselves. There were no incidents or provocations during the visit. The visit took place amid interethnic tensions caused by incidents in the area of Kosovska Mitrovica. Helping organize the visit were also NGOs from Serb enclaves including ‘Korak napred’ from Grace’, ‘Luna’ and ‘Lepša budućnost’ from Priluže and ‘Ruka-ruku’ from Kosovo Polje.  There was also cooperation with UNMIK, KPS and the ‘Selo Tours’ tourist agency from Priština. 
3. Serbs from Sirjačka Župa Enclave Go on Excursion on 18 November 2008 The enclave has about 12,000 inhabitants (75 per cent Serbs and 25 per cent Albanians). The group comprised 49 women, human rights activists, NGO representatives, housewives, two men and one child.  They were mostly residents of Štrpce, Berevce, Gornje Bitinje, Donje Bitinje, Drajkovce, Gotovuša, Ježince, Sevce, Vrbestica and of the mixed villages of Viča and Sušica. The Sijarička Župa area coincides with the municipality of Štrpce which includes the aforementioned villages. Štrpce has a dual municipal government. Members of the Radical Party are in charge of municipal government in purely Serb parts. The other municipal government, often referred to as the ‘UNMIK municipality’, is mixed comprising Serbs and Albanians. The mayor is a Serb and the deputy mayor an Albanian. The joint municipal assembly is composed of deputies from both communities.

The group visited Peć, the Patriarchate of Peć, the Monastery of Dečani and the town of Prizren. For most this was their first visit to these places and for some their first trip outside the enclave since 1999. There was no KPS and KFOR escort. There were no incidents or provocations during the visit. 

4. Orahovac and Velika Hoča Serbs Visit Prizren on 5 December 2008

The Committee took a group of 15 Serbs (nine women and six men, mostly teachers of the Dositej Obradović primary school in Orahovac) on a visit to Prizren. At the Regional Employment Centre, which temporarily houses the administration of the Regional Retirement and Disability Insurance Centre, they filed applications for M4 pension claim forms.

The Centre clerk refused to take the applications and explained that a form is only issued to applicants over 65 years of age who have the required documents and can prove they have filed their retirement claims.  None of them could prove having filed such claims and some had no employment record cards or Kosovo identity cards.

After the incident, we contacted the Centre director, Miftar Guci. We introduced ourselves as being with the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights and pointed out that every citizen whose documents are in order is entitled to be issued personal documents without hindrance. He replied that he had instructions from Kosovo central authorities not to issue M4 forms to persons unable to prove having filed a retirement claim. Other than that, he stressed, the Centre had serious technical, personnel and organizational problems. The Centre has only one female clerk to deal with the applications although it covers five municipalities (Prizren, Dragaš, Orahovac, Suva Reka and Mališevo), and the documents are stored in the cellars of a distant building housing the OSCE mission. At the Committee’s insistence, however, the clerk took all the applications and issued all with certificates of receipt.

The group moved through Prizren freely without escort. Some of them went shopping in anticipation of the holidays. One of the participants, Neda Majnorović-Koprivica, a displaced person from Prizren living in Orahovac, took the occasion to visit her house on Riste Noića Street number 10. The family of an Albanian woman by name Kimete Cenaj is living in the house with her permission. Cenaj said, however, that she was forced to pay the rent to an Albanian who usurped the house after 1999 instead of to the house owner.

5. Orahovac Schoolchildren and Parents Visit Prizren on 13 December 2008
The Committee organized an excursion for a group from Orahovac (Rahovec) comprising 32 senior schoolchildren from the Dositej Obradović primary school
 and 12 teachers and parents.  The group visited the Prevalac rest centre on Mount Šara and the ski centre on Mount Brezovica near Prizren. 
For most of the schoolchildren this was their first journey outside the enclave. They were very happy and relaxed. The two Albanians with the group, the driver and the guide from the Barileva-Turist agency, cheered the mood by playing well-chosen Serb and Albanian music. The children communicated readily with people they met.
On their way back, the group said they would like to visit the Monastery of St Archangel near Prizren. We duly checked in with the German members of KFOR, handed in two identity cards and told them the group were Serbs from Orahovac. While we waited for permission from a monk named Benedikt to go in, a bus escorted by two KPS vehicles pulled in. The passengers were 50 men and women from Belgrade aged 30 to 40. Some of them wore T-shirts bearing the words ‘Kosovo is Serbia’ and carried flags, the largest a yellow one. They were ushered into the monastery at once, and Benedikt told the Orahovac group he could not receive them. 

The excursionists were unescorted and encountered no problems on the way. Serbs travel to Kosovska Mitrovica twice a week in convoys escorted by members of KPS and KFOR.
6. Enclave Women Visit Safe House in Priština and Women’s and Children’s Refuge Centre in Prizren on 24 November 2008
On the occasion of 25 November, International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, the HCHR Priština Office organized a visit to safe houses.

The Safe House in Priština and the Women’s and Children’s Refuge Centre in Prizren were visited by 12 women from the Serb enclaves in the villages of Priluže and Grace in the municipality of Vučitrn (Vushtrri). Representatives of the NGOs ‘Lepša budućnost’ from Priluže
 and ‘Korak napred’ from Grace were with them. The visitors were in the company of representatives of the Swedish contingent of KFOR. 

In the Safe House in Priština the visitors were welcomed by all the staff.  This was the first such visit to the institution.  The Safe House director, Naime Sherifi, informed the visitors about the institution’s activities and conditions of work. She pointed out that the causes of violence committed against the women staying in the Safe House were of a social nature, including mismatched marriages, poverty, alcohol and drugs and low level of consciousness.  

The director of the Women’s and Children’s Refuge Centre in Prizren, Kabashi, said she was pleased that the visit was organized because it proved, among other things, that the institution had not been neglected and forgotten. She said that 36 per cent of women in Kosovo were victims of family violence. She announced a campaign in Prizren with the motto ‘Don’t keep silent - stop to violence - love people’.
The enclave women were particularly interested in the conditions of life in safe houses, the method of financing them, the structure of victims, their security arrangements and reintegration into the family. According to the KPS, out of 1,077 cases of violence registered during the year, 876 were acts of violence committed against women.  

The Regional Human Rights School on Mount Brezovica
The HCHR organized a regional school for human rights on Mount Brezovica. It was attended by many young people from Kosovo, both Albanians and Serbs. The purpose of the nine-day event was to enable young people to meet each other and get closer together. This is an important step in re-establishing the broken links and normal communication between the two communities’ future elites. 
Other Activities

The Committee paid many visits to enclaves while maintaining regular contacts with local authorities in Priština and those in municipalities. It was also in regular communication with international representatives whom it informs about its activities and plans. It regularly collects information of relevance to the situation of the Serb community and to relations within the community itself. It monitors in particular the relations between Belgrade, the north of Kosovo and the enclaves. The Committee tries to make sure that all its actions and activities are reported not only by media in Kosovo but also in Serbia. 

Conclusions 

1. The Priština Office has shown that the presence of NGOs from Serbia in Kosovo is necessary because Belgrade has no adequate concept for addressing the situation of the Serbs living south of the River Ibar. The Committee’s activities in Kosovo had the object of stabilizing the situation and facilitating the Serbs’ integration into Kosovo society and institutions; 

2. The Committee’s Office should pursue activities aimed at creating the conditions for the sustainable and democratic advancement of the Serb community, as well as to identify any pressure and manipulation to which they are subjected by Belgrade and by the local leaders in the north of Kosovo. 
3. One must be in contact with the enclave Serbs all the time in order to keep abreast of problems which should be brought to the attention of Kosovo institutions and international organizations so that steps could be taken to remedy the situation;
4. One should monitor the process and effects of implementation of legislation designed to help Kosovo institutions comprising executive, legislative and judicial authorities at central and local levels to stabilize and integrate minority communities into Kosovo society.  One should focus in particular on crucial issues concerning their public affairs, security, freedom of movement, the process of sustainable return, economic stability, and so on;
5. Respect for the rule of law in Kosovo has not yet been adequately established. The HCHR should investigate the functioning of law enforcement mechanisms especially as far as cases with an interethnic dimension are concerned.  It is also necessary to monitor the way criminal cases and corruption are dealt with and how the KPS discharges its functions and duties;
6. Respect for ownership rights is a most important issue linked to the establishment of a multiethnic society in Kosovo. The Helsinki Committee will monitor respect for these rights on the ground, the extent to which the authorities respect ownership rights especially when dealing with cases of illegally occupied property. In this connection, it will propose specific measures for addressing such problems;
7. It will try to establish whether the conditions are in place for the effective enforcement of legislation guaranteeing basic human rights of members of minority communities such as the Law on the Equal Use of Language, the Law on Non-Discrimination, and so on;
8. The implementation of the EULEX, KFOR and KPS mandates should be monitored in respect of the exercise of minority community rights and how minority communities cooperate with each other;
9. The implementation of the six-point plan on the ground needs monitoring;
10. The Kosovo Serbs are not adequately represented in Kosovo central and local institutions. They keep operating their own parallel institutions in the education and health care fields. The Helsinki Committee Office in Priština will monitor Kosovo institutions’ activities to ensure the exercise of minority community interests and whether and how much the Kosovo Serbs are changing their negative attitudes to participation in Kosovo institutions. In order to bring about progress, the Committee will seek to establish contacts between minority community representatives and Kosovo institutions;

11. Minority community cultural and religious heritage, especially with Serbs, is an important element of their spiritual life and identity. The Helsinki Committee will continue to organize visits and excursions for enclave Serbs, particularly young people, to Orthodox  monasteries and churches (the Monastery of Dečani, the Patriarchate of Peć, the Church of Bogorodica Ljeviška, the Divinity School in Prizren and others) with which they strongly identify;

12. The Helsinki Committee will by its activities promote multiethnicity in the enclaves. It will support all NGO projects of a multiethnic nature. Whenever possible, it will seek to start dialogue between Albanians and Kosovo Serbs in multiethnic environments. 

13.  In view of the success achieved by the human rights schools organized by the Helsinki Committee, similar schools should be encouraged in Kosovo for Serbs, Albanians and members of other minority communities.
Orahovac is Kosovo’s main agricultural centre. Over 50 per cent of Kosovo vineyards are located in the territory of this municipality. The vineyards spread on more than 1,000 hectares. Their wine producing capacity is about 50 million litres and wine storing capacity 500,000 hectolitres. Since the arrival of international peace forces in Kosovo, vineyards owned by Serbs have been destroyed, the perpetrators having cut the wire, broken the sticks and rooted up grapevine. Although the Albanian and Serb vine growers now cooperate, sell grape and make wine, the region’s capacity is far from fully utilized.  


� After the arrival of international forces, a multiethnic school was built with international donations in the part of Orahovac separating the Serb and Albanian sectors. Although the school building is modern, well-equipped and intended to be used by Albanian, Serb and RAE (Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian) children, it is used only by Albanian and several Egyptian children.


� Before the war, Serb and Albanian children attended classes together in the same building of the Dositej Obradović primary school in Orahovac. Since the arrival of international forces in Kosovo following armed conflict most Serbs have moved out. Those who remain have organized classes in the converted self-service store building in the Serb part of the town. The same building is used by pupils of the Vuk Karadžić secondary school and those of the Dositej Obradović primary school. Owing to space shortage, the first attend classes in the morning and the second, some 50 of them, in the afternoon. They lack normal teaching conditions and necessary infrastructure for extra-curricular activities.  





� Priluže is a village with a population of 1,800 Serbs and about 100 Albanians. Grace is a purely Serb village with a population of some 500.
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