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By Srebrenica Genocide Blog - Stephen Karganovic (aka: Stefan Karganovic), founder of the so called "Srebrenica Historical Project", is one of the most manipulative genocide deniers we've seen so far. As a man with questionable credibility, he praises anti-semitic extremists as credible sources to "prove" that genocide in Srebrenica had not happened. He served as a defence team's interpreter for a convicted war criminal Momcilo Krajisnik. Last year, Karganovic was the organizer of a genocide denial conference in Banja Luka that was attended by Rajko Kuzmanovic (President of Bosnian Serb entity known as Republika Srpska) and Milorad Dodik (Premier). Both of them offered their full political and financial support for Karganovic's "Srebrenica Historical Project" farce. Now, Karganovic's "Srebrenica Historical Project" is responsible for the propaganda stunt of filing a civil action with the court in an attempt to portray Serbs as the equal to the genocidal suffering of Bosniak population at Srebrenica under siege (1992-1995). 
"WE WILL NEVER FORGET, AND WE WILL NEVER FORGIVE"
On his web site, Stephen Karganovic accuses this blog of being "Moslem-sponsored Srebrenica Genocide Blog." The founder of this blog is not a Muslim - as Karganovic claims, nor is this blog sponsored by anyone. The nationality of the blog's editor is none of Karganovic's business, especially because Karganovic associates himself with people who hate Jews.Karganovic tries to discredit one of our articles titled "We Will Never Forget and We Will Never Forgive." The question is: Why should we forget the Srebrenica genocide? Why should we offer our forgiveness to the genocidal criminals like Radovan Karadzic and Ratko Mladic who murdered at least 8,372 Bosniaks and forcibly expelled 25,000-30,000 people from the U.N. "protected enclave in a mass scale ethnic cleansing? Jewish people would certainly not "forgive-and-forget" the Holocaust, so why should Bosniaks forgive and forget the Srebrenica genocide? Is there a point in arguing with Karadzic's sympathizers, followers, and apologists? According to the Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel: "No point in arguing - the pigheaded Karadzic denied it all." Srebrenica genocide deniers are no different than their"role model," Radovan Karadzic, who is currently on trial for genocide at the Hague.
UNQUALIFIED KARGANOVIC CHALLENGES FORENSIC SCIENCE
Stefan Karganovic's lack of respect for DNA science is appaling. On his genocide denial web site, conveniently titled "Srebrenica Historical Project," he alleges the following: 
"Out of the 8000 victims who were allegedly shot by the army of the Republic of Srpska, there is no relevant expert evidence for even 10% to prove that. The material cited by the Moslem side as evidence would not pass muster with any professionally responsible crime lab, let alone a serious forensic examination in a court of law in the civilized world."
Karganovic's allegations are rather laughable. The forensic examinations and DNA identifications of Srebrenica genocide victims have been performed by the ICMP's most advanced DNA system in the world (see press release). The world renowned International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP) is a scientific organization of the highest repute in its field. Currently, it has three forensic facilities in Bosnia-Herzegovina, two of which focus on human remains related to the fall of Srebrenica (Podrinje Identification Project and Lukavac Reassociation Centre). It employs a staff of 170 scientists, forensic anthropologists, and researchers. The forensic examination data and DNA results from the ICMP have been extensively used as evidence at the UN-based International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the International Court of Justice (ICJ) [aka: the World Court]. The ICMP is also on record for assisting in the identification of September 11th terrorist attack victims in New York, Hurricane Katrina victims in Louisiana, Typhoon Frank victims in Philippines (on Interpol's request) and many other high profile cases. Karganovic goes on to claim that "Serbian civilian victims... have been processed according to the highest internationally recognized standards," while forensic examinations of Bosniak victims "would not pass muster with any professionally responsible crime lab." Of course, his self-serving allegations are nonsense. Each exhumed victim of the Srebrenica genocide has gone through extensive forensic and DNA analysis by the world renowned ICMP labs with the most advanced DNA system in the World. On the other side, war-time Serb casualties from Bosnia and Croatia had been 'processed' and 'investigated' mostly by radical Serbian ultra-nationalists in Belgrade. For example, military pathologist Zoran Stankovic - a well known Serbian ultra-nationalist and a personal friend of indicted Serb war criminal Ratko Mladic. Stankovic's ultanationalist forensics were gratefully accepted by media outlets like Glas Javnosti and Politika - owned and operated by the members of a right-wing ultra-nationalist Serbian Radical Party. In 2007, Glas Javnosti misused photos of Srebrenica genocide mass graves and portrayed them as graveyards Serbs who died as a result of the so called "Muslim-Croat terror." 

Unqualified Karganovic distorts the facts behind forensic evidence, without providing any sources or evidence for his dubious claims. Here is what he said:

"If a public hearing on the merits of the resolution had been held, the parliamentary committee would undoubtedly have been informed that 8000 Muslims were not lined up and shot and that the utmost number of victims of the Srebrenica massacre in July of 1995 is around 3400, assuming that each forensic report is taken at its face value as proof of execution, something that is not even theoretically possible. That is because slightly over 50% of those post-mortem reports refer to body fragments, such as a jaw or a femur, which zealous ICTY forensic experts elevated to the status of 'cases' but from which no credible conclusions about the cause and manner of death can be drawn. In fact, in about 50% of the cases, ICTY forensic specialists themselves stated in their reports that they are unable to determine the cause and manner of death, notwithstanding their obvious motivation to present satisfactory results to the institution which hired them."
Karganovic's arguments are classic examples of genocide denial that can be applied to all genocides that occured in the history of human kind, including the Holocaust. According to Kathryne Bomberger, the director general of the International Commission on Missing Persons, DNA samples support the number of at least 8,000 Srebrenica genocide victims. "We can tell this based on the rate of blood-sample collection. You have to collect at least three different family members’ blood samples for every missing person.... In 1999 we had hit a brick wall in making identifications—if there was no body there was no crime. After [former U.S. secretary of State] Madeleine Albright said [the United States] had satellite photos showing mass graves, the perpetrators went out and dug the bodies and moved them. We found one body in four different locations 50km [30 miles] apart," she said. What kind of qualification does Karganovic have to challenge the science of DNA forensics? None.

On his web site, Karganovic refers to "several thousands" Serb victims in villages around Srebrenica - a number that had been grossly inflated and found to be inaccurate by the UN-endorsed Research and Documentation Center, ICTY's Office of the Prosecutor, and Human Rights Watch. In reality, between 1992-1995, Serbs suffered 151 civilian casualties around Srebrenica (not "several thousands" as claimed by Karganovic) . During the same period, Bosniaks (Muslims) suffered approximately 1,000 victims as a result of the Bosnian Serb terror from militarized villages around Srebrenica - (no need to remind our readers that this mass scale murder of Muslim civilians in and around Srebrenica occurred well before the July 1995 genocide).
STEFAN KARGANOVIC'S ANTI-SEMITIC FRIEND
On his "Srebrenica Historical Project" web site, Stefan Karganovic devoted a lengthy page to his activist-friend - Dmitar Stoyanov, Bulgarian EU parliament deputy - praising him of saving "the honor of the European Parliament" for his opposition to the Srebrenica Genocide Resolution. Stoyanov is better known as hater of Jewish people or anti-semite. According to IsralNetDaily, Stoyanov said that "Jews have too much media influence and exploit economic crises in poor countries."
Karganovic's associate, Dmitar Stoyanov, told Britain's Daily Telegraph that, "There are a lot of powerful Jews, with a lot of money, who are paying the media to form the social awareness of the people. They are also playing with economic crises in countries like Bulgaria and getting rich. These are the concrete realities." Stoyanov and his anti-semitic Attack Party are also known for their hatred of Bulgaria’s Roma, or Gypsy population, which they label as criminal and lazy. The Attack Party’s leader, Volen Siderov, who has made numerous anti-Jewish statements, finished second in the first round of Bulgarian presidential elections last October with 21.5 percent of the vote.Karganovic is a man of many talents, a habitual liar of the highest caliber, and a man without credibility. For example, he praises Jewish people when he sees fit to exploit their suffering for his own political gain. He accuses those who stand up against genocide denial of performing, what he calls, "a pathetic attempt to hitch a ride on the coattails of Shoah." At the same time, he honors and associates himself with one of the worst anti-semites, like Dmitar Stoyanov. What a hypocrite!The Jewish Anti-Defamation League (ADL), describes Stoyanov as "the youngest member of the European Parliament – [who] used the occasion of ITS's foundation to launch a bitter attack on what he called the 'Jewish establishment.'" ADL reported on its web site that "Stoyanov has also refused to retract comments in which he railed against 'powerful Jews.'" 
EQUALIZATION OF VICTIMS AND CRIMES
In his carefully crafted argument, he presents sugar-coated version of the Srebrenica genocide denial by evoking emotions of Serb casualties to introduce - what he calls - the 'positive aspect' of his motivations: 
"What we wish to achieve - and now we pass on to the positive aspect of our answer - is to ensure that victims from around Srebrenica during the three year period, 1992-1995, receive the same notice and the same recognition as Moslem victims from Srebrenica during the three day period in July of 1995. Period. That is all. Has anyone anything to say against this?"
First of all, Karganovic's attempt to label 151 civilian Serb casualties in villages around Srebrenica as victims of genocide is unacceptable and factually wrong. Karganovic's case for giving them the "same recognition" is based on deliberate and motivated misrepresentations promoted by his own genocide denial "Srebrenica Historical Project" farce. Second of all, there can never be any equivalence or comparison between the individual war crimes and the monstrous crime of genocide. The extreme gravity of genocide makes it the crime of all crimes. Third of all, isn't it time for Karganovic to recognize genocide at Srebrenica and stop lecturing us what we should and should not do? If Karganovic wants to be taken more seriously (which is impossible considering his public denials of Srebrenica genocide), then why doesn't he acknowledge that Serbs around Srebrenica slaughtered approximately 1,000 Bosniaks between 1992 and 1995? And we are talking about events before the 1995 Srebrenica genocide. 
People like Karganovic are more than willing to accept the version of history that suites their pre-conceived conclusions. This version of 'history' is excessively promoted by the Serbian Radical Party establishment. According to Human Rights Watch findings published on July 11, 2006:
"The ultra-nationalist Serbian Radical Party launched an aggressive campaign to prove that Muslims had committed crimes against thousands of Serbs in the area. The campaign was intended to diminish the significance of the July 1995 crime, and many in Serbia were willing to accept that version of history. ut as the Oric judgment makes clear, the facts do not support the equivalence thesis. Take the events in the village of Kravica, on the Serb Orthodox Christmas on January 7, 1993, for example. The alleged killing of scores of Serbs and destruction of their houses in the village is frequently cited in Serbia as the key example of the heinous crimes committed by the Muslim forces around Srebrenica. In fact, the Oric judgment confirms that there were Bosnian Serb military forces present in the village at the time of attack."
Commenting on the allegations of Serb victims around Srebrenica, the Office of the Prosecutor within the U.N.-based International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia cautioned that Serb casualties around Srebrenica cannot be counted as victims in the same way as victims of the Srebrenica genocide: 
"Military or Police casualties from combat should not be considered victims in a criminal investigation context, in the same way people are victims from war crimes, such as summary executions. Before speaking about the whole area of Podrinja, including at least the municipalities of Srebrenica, Bratunac, Vlasenica and Skelani, I would comment on the various figures circulating around the Kravica attack of January 1993. The figures circulating of hundreds of victims or claiming that all 353 inhabitants were 'virtually completely destroyed do not reflect the reality."
A CASE OF RETALIATION FOR "EARLIER CRIMES"?
Stefan Karganovic's logic is based on a false assumption that Srebrenica massacre was a result of the so called Serb 'retaliation' for "earlier crimes" that Bosniaks allegedly committed against the 'demilitarized' Serbs around Srebrenica. At least, that's how Karganovic sees his own version of history, based on his own opinion - not facts. But, the reality is different.
What Karganovic refuses to mention is the fact that Serbs stationed in villages around Srebrenica never demilitarized, even though they were required to demilitarize as per the demilitarization agreement. Militarized Serb-held villages around Srebrenica served as the bases from which Serbs launched military attacks on the Enclave - killing Bosnian Muslim civilians at will. For example, in 1993, Serbs from militarized villages around Srebrenica massacred 62 Bosniak children in Srebrenica, and wounded 152 (video link). In a period between 1992 and 1995 (and these events preceded genocide), Serbs in villages around Srebrenica killed approximately 1,000 Bosniak (Bosnian Muslim) civilians, torched all Muslim villages in the area, and committed mass scale ethnic cleansing, rapes and murders in the Podrinje region.
In response to Karganovic's allegation, here is a short excerpt from United Nations' General Assembly Resolution 53/35, quote: 
"A third accusation leveled at the Bosniak defenders of Srebrenica is that they provoked the Serb offensive by attacking out of that safe area. Even though this accusation is often repeated by international sources, there is no credible evidence to support it. Dutchbat personnel on the ground at the time assessed that the few 'raids' the Bosniaks mounted out of Srebrenica were of little or no military significance. These raids were often organized in order to gather food, as the Serbs had refused access for humanitarian convoys into the enclave. Even Serb sources approached in the context of this report acknowledged that the Bosniak forces in Srebrenica posed no significant military threat to them. The biggest attack the Bosniaks launched out of Srebrenica during the more than two years which is was designated a safe area appears to have been the raid on the village of Visnjica, on 26 June 1995, in which several houses were burned, up to four Serbs were killed and approximately 100 sheep were stolen. In contrast, the Serbs overran the enclave two weeks later, driving tens of thousands from their homes, and summarily executing thousands of men and boys. The Serbs repeatedly exaggerated the extent of the raids out of Srebrenica as a pretext for the prosecution of a central war aim: to create geographically contiguous and ethnically pure territory along the Drina, while freeing their troops to fight in other parts of the country. The extent to which this pretext was accepted at face value by international actors and observers reflected the prism of “moral equivalency” through which the conflict in Bosnia was viewed by too many for too long."
PRAISING DENIERS, CONDEMNING HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS 
Throughout his genocide denial web site, Karganovic re-publishes outdated and already discredited diatribes written by science-fiction experts advocating Srebrenica genocide denial. No new names here. It's an old circle of deniers that quote themselves. To name a few: Christopher James - Slobodan Milosevic apologist; Tara McCormack - writer for SPIKED, the successors of Revolutionary Communist Party's LM/Living Marxism that participated in denial of existence of Serb-operated Concentration Camps in Bosnia (see photos of Bosniak and Croat civilians in Concentration Camps); Lewis MacKenzie - alleged concentration camp rapist who was never at Srebrenica and therefore not someone who argues on the basis of an adequately informed position (MacKenzie's Srebrenica genocide denial debate is based on a wilful disregard of ICTY deliberations). On Karganovic's web site, we also find a group of other heavily unreliable sources, like George Bogdanich, Diana Johnstone, Phillip Corwin, Carl Savich, Michael Parenti, Edward Herman, Jonathan Rooper, and other revisionists and apologists for war crimes and genocide.
Karganovic refers to Srebrenica genocide as "the phony Srebrenica narrative,"and labels Serbian human rights activists as "Self-Hating Serbs." The target of Karganovic's rage is projected toward respected Serbian human rights activists with an international repute, namely Natasa Kandic, Biljana Kovacevic-Vuco, and Sonja Biserko. He also targets other respected Serb journalists, like Svetlana Lukic and Svetlana Vukovic. Vojvodina political activist Nenad Canak, who argued in support of a change in Serbia’s criminal code to make genocide denial a criminal offense, can also find himself on Karganovic's "Self-Hating Serbs" list.
Furthermore, Karganovic goes on to condemn legal findings of the Srebrenica genocide handed down by the two highest World Courts (ICJ and ICTY), arguing in his own stupidity that "the truth needs no laws to support it." His version of the "truth" is, of course, manufactured and promoted by the Serbian ultra-nationalist circles. Karganovic's "truth" is based on unsubstianted personal opinions, a cricle of sources with no credibility (we already mentioned some of them above), manipulations, fallacies, and distortions used in Srebrenica genocide denial purposes. In other words, his version of the "truth" is a bold faced lie. 
KARGANOVIC'S PHOTOS OF SERB GRAVESTONES 
Stefan Karganovic published a gallery of Serb gravestones he claims to be located in Srebrenica. He labeled all photos with one word: Srebrenica. In fact, these gravestones are located at a Serb Military Cemetery in a nearby ethnically cleansed town of Bratunac (bordering Srebrenica municipality). The cemetery contains gravestones of Serb soldiers (Chetniks), most of whom died attacking "safe haven" area of Sarajevo. They died under the leadership of two Bosnian Serb terrorists, namely Gen. Stanislav Galic and Gen. Dragoljub Milosevic.
The Bosnian Serb Gen. Stanislav Galic had been convicted on terrorist charges for his involvement in terrorizing citizens of Sarajevo during the longest siege in the modern European history. Galic was sentenced to life imprisonment by the U.N. based court at the Hague. Another Serb General, Dragoljub Milosevic, had also been convicted on terror charges and sentenced to 33 years in jail for his involvement in Sarajevo terror campaign.
According to the Research and Documentation Center in Sarajevo (research data certified by the experts from the U.N.-based International Criminal Tribunal): 
"Under the Dayton Peace Accords, the suburbs of Sarajevo held by the VRS [Bosnian Serb Army] were to be re-integrated into the city of Sarajevo . The then leadership of the RS called on the local Serb population to leave Sarajevo and even take the graves of their loved ones with them. In fact, such a large majority followed the instructions that parts of the city of Sarajevo remained deserted for months. The remnants of their loved ones have been buried in Bratunac after the war, but their deaths are presented as the result of actions taken by the Bosnian Army units from Srebrenica."
WHY KARGANOVIC CHOSE LOCAL CIVIL COURT?
Karganovic's goal is to make grossly inflated numbers of Serb casualties around Srebrenica "the subject of an official finding by a foreign court," namely a local Dutch civil court which is unqualified to pass judgments of international importance, especially judgments that concern grave violations of war crimes in another country. Only the UN-sponsored International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia can deliberate serious issues of war crimes in the Former Yugoslavia and make factual verdicts based on the international law. The local Dutch court that Karganovic filed his lawsuit with is the same local court that dismissed the case filed by Mothers of Srebrenica Association against the Netherlands for the failure to prevent Srebrenica genocide in 1995. Karganovic's case will also likely be dissmissed - and he knows it - but he will use bits and pieces of information from the trial transcripts to support his discredited claims and continue misinforming the public.
AND THE LAST POINT, BUT NOT LEAST
To prove his point about the Serbian 'victimhood' in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Stephen Karganovic uses the so called "UN Document" titled "Memorandum on War Crimes and Crimes of Genocide in Eastern Bosnia (communes of Bratunac, Skelani and Srebrenica) committed against the Serbian population from April 1992 to April 1993." This document, filed under "A/46/171 and S/25635", does NOT contain any official U.N. conclusions. The copy of this document is used on many Srebrenica genocide denial web sites, one of them being "Emperor's Clothes" (web site run by Jared Israel, long-time Milosevic's apologist and disgraced Srebrenica Genocide denier). The document had been carefully drafted by Slobodan Milosevic's "Yugoslav State Commission for War Crimes and Genocide" and submitted to the U.N. on June 2 1993 by Serbian ambassador Dragomir Djokic. At the time, Djokic had worked in concert with then-Bosnian Serb "Iron Lady" Biljana Plavsic, professor of biology whose 'scientific research' included such genetic discoveries as her theory that "Muslims are genetically deformed".
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