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Belgrade, January 21, 2013
Dear Mr. Premier, 
Dear Mr. Vice-premier,  
We are writing to draw your attention to the attitude Minister of Justice and Administration Nikola Selakovic’s took in the talk-show “Impression of the Week” aired by TV B92 on January 20, 2013. It was in his presence that President of the Serb National Movement “Nasi” Mr. Ivanovic, who also appeared as a guest, threatened violence, torture, mutilation and murder against another guest, Chairwoman of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights Sonja Biserko, and everyone daring to say Kosovo was independent.  
Instead of standing up for Sonja Biserko, Minister Selakovic said her stances and those of President of the “Nasi” movement Ivanovic belonged to the equal category. Namely, following on Sonja Biserko’s remark that Kosovo was independent like it or not, Ivanovic said explicitly that “anyone saying that Kosovo is independent will not only be left without a tongue but also decapitated.” Later on, Ivanovic “lessened” the punishment for Sonja Biserko, saying she should not be decapitated but put on trial. It is common knowledge that his movement does not refrain from the use of violence, as it proved on several occasions.  
We would appreciate should you state publicly that no one shall be murdered for what he or she said, that murder and violence shall be threatened against nobody and that governmental institutions – the judiciary in the first place – shall protect all citizens against whom such threats are made. Only if you condemn in public Minister Selakovic’s stance in the above-mentioned show we shall believe that you really mean when you say that governmental institutions will launch investigation against the “Nasi” movement.
The very fact that Minister Selakovic allowed someone to threaten murder, mutilation and torture against another person in his presence testifies that he backs up the activities of the “Nasi” movement. The Minister not only turned a deaf ear to these threats but even concluded Biserko and Ivanovic were the same. In fact, he evidently took sides with bullies.
Biserko and Ivanovic are far from being the same for many reasons. For instance, Sonja Biserko and the Helsinki Committee have never advocated violence or murder or caused incidents calling for intervention by the police. On the other hand, followers of the “Nasi” movement have been provoking incidents, the Ministry of the Interior is well-aware of, and cooperating with organizations that “boost the morale and provide military training.” According to the information available at „www.nasisrbija.org,“ their counterparts in Moscow insisted on providing them “a short course in how to dismantle and assemble Kalashnikov rifle” within “Volunteer” course of training. This summer the association “Patriotic Front” organized the “Volunteer” course of training in the sports-military camp in Apatin.
The fact that members of the “Nasi” movement stage violent incidents, use threats and take course on arms handling indicate that they mean what they say, which cannot but cause anxiety among people with different stands – and obviously the stands different from those of Minister Selakovic.
The Constitution of the Republic of Serbia and other legal acts guarantee the freedom of expression and prohibit threats of violence against people holding different stands.
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