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Introduction

Bosnia’s attitude towards the fight against terrorism cannot be assessed without establishing a link between local and global perspectives first. One could say that this is generally the case with the fight against terrorism; however, in the case of Bosnia and Herzegovina, this local-global link is additionally emphasized. In this paper I am going to elaborate factors that have influenced Bosnia’s approach to the fight against terrorism. Considering that for a long time Bosnia was a victim of a stereotyped perception of Islam, and that quite often it is unjustly in the focus of the world media, this paper will focus on the role of media in creating malicious stereotypes which link Islam with terrorism. 
The paper will also assess a Wahhabi  interpretation of Islam, its global influence, and also infiltration of this religious ideology into Bosnia. This is necessary since it has become widely accepted that Wahhabism is the ideology of al-Qaeda, and any serious discussion about terrorism in Bosnia should include recommendations as to how to stop spreading of this religious extremism in this country.
Also, a correct understanding of recent genocide over Bosniaks, which was committed by the Serbian forces during 1992-95 war, can play a significant role in the prevention of terrorism. Stubborn denial of genocide by the Serbs, as well as ignorance of the international community further fuel the frustration and feeling of injustice among Bosniaks - the victims of genocide - which makes them more vulnerable and susceptible to the Wahhabi ideology.
In the shadow of all these complicated socio-political circumstances, law enforcement agencies that function in an equally complicated state structure have managed to successfully prosecute the first case of terrorism. I will analyze the investigation, trial and the first instance judgment in the  Bajraktarevic and others case. 
Apart from secondary sources, information in this paper are based on seven interviews, three of which were conducted with Wahhabi converts in Bosnia, while other interviews were conducted with professionals from law enforcement agencies that work on tasks related to the fight against terrorism. Therefore, let us first take a look at the global picture.  
Function of stereotypes in the fight against terrorism

When we talk about terrorism, we can safely say that confusion is usually sparked by one’s decision to succumb to black and white perception of the world when identifying his friends and enemies. In a context of the subject discussed in this paper, this stereotype is especially apparent in a widespread belief that the world is divided into two main camps - those who support terrorist cause and those who are against it. An example of the failed American policy in Iraq is painfully illustrative of how the so called “fight against terrorism”, which is driven by the motto “you are either with us, or against us”,
 can produce more human tragedy and civilian deaths than the terrorism which is not battled.
In creating a public confusion, the world media is instrumental. Anti-Islamic hysteria which overwhelmed the Western media was understandable immediately after September 11.  That was a brutal attack which caused enormous public fear from Islam. However, to understand that the media played a key role in creating this general fear of Islam, one needs to keep in mind that the global media is based on stereotypes. 
One could argue that most media exploit and heavily rely on stereotypes anyway, so why would the case of September 11 be any different? Well, this tragic event brings to light many absurdities present at the international stage after the end of the Cold War.
If we look back at the period of the Cold War, it is apparent that social scientists did not have too much trouble in defining correct methodological approach which they used to analyze how decisions are made at the highest level - by major world powers. Both Eastern and Western camps claimed loyalty to enlightenment values: liberty, equality, human rights, etc., while in essence their decisions were driven by the ambition to establish their dominance in the world.
And just to make it clear - I do not think it is possible to compare the values of freedom, that countries of liberal democracies provided to their citizens during the Cold War, with terror and tortures to which citizens of the communist block were exposed. On the other hand, ruthlessness in wars that competing blocks led far away from their borders does not give space to arguments that one should be appreciated more than the other in terms of respect for enlightenment cause. Many archives that are nowadays within public reach give more then enough evidence to confirm this claim.
 
Anyhow, the world was divided ideologically, and within this black and white framework social scientists were in no doubt when making their analysis about friends and enemies at the international stage. The main reason was that friends and enemies were precisely defined and decisions were made within this framework. The media picture reflected the international political arena. And it seems fair to say that in that respect there was more honesty in international cooperation then nowadays. For example, from the point of view of a Western journalist, countries in the Soviet Union were enemies, while the communism was a hostile ideology. 

In the world of globalization, the division on friends and enemies is rather blurred. Anti- Islamic hysteria with which Western media was overwhelmed after September 11 and the  stereotype news, created an image of Islam as a religion of evil. American public opinion was offered a picture of Islam as an extremist religion which is hostile towards the West. This view did not take into account variety of cultures, ideologies and regimes within which Islam lives and exists.
  

However, the image that dominates the western political and media discourse is the negative image of Islam, with which all countries with predominantly Muslim population are being identified. 

In this stereotyped language of western media, terrorists are often labelled as radical islamists, islamic fundamentalists, etc, but rarelly as extreme Wahhabists. Why is that so? Out of 19 terrorists that participated in the September 11 attack, 15 had passport of Saudi Arabia. Wahhabism is the official religion of the Saudi Arabia. If the media were to describe ideology of the terrorist group as the 'extreme form of Wahhabism“ it would be difficult to make stereotipes about radical islam which spreads  wherever there are Muslims in the world. 
Also, it would be difficult to ignore the fact that Wahhabism is the official religion of Saudi Arabia. As it is well known, Saudi Arabia is the strategic friend of the United States and does not belong to „axis of evil“. Also, if the western media were to insist on the precise identification of the al-Qaeda ideological background, as well as on the precise identification of this network and its aims, it would be difficult to link this Wahhabism with the attack on Iraq, for example.
The fact that Americans turned „the blind eye“ to the creation of al-Qaeda during the war in Afganistan is also rarelly explored by the western media. Saudi background and ties of Bin Laden with the Saudi royal familly are also difficult to tackle, since the proper investigations of those issues can be dangerous for the American-Saudi strategic partnership.

It's much easier to misuse stereotipes of islamic fundamentalism in the atmosphere of general ignorance. In that case, „islamic fundamentalism“ is possible to detach from Saudi Arabia, a country out of wich the most radical islamic interpretation of islam- Wahhabism is being exported, and to attach it to a secular dictatorship, such as was Iraq before the US attack.
Wahhabism in Bosnia
These kind of stereotypes, which do not make distinction between moderate islam and its extreme and agressive interpretations shuch as Wahhabism, are not possible to implement in Bosnia. Bosnian Muslims are well known for their moderate intepretations and practices of islam. Not even the war aimed at carving up Bosnian territory from its eastern neighborus, Serbia and Montenegro, as well as from its western neighbour Croatia, was not enough to draw Bosnian Muslims towards the extreme intepretation of their religion.
Sure, genocide and crimes against humanity commited against  Bosnian Muslims have caused the reivival of Islam, since during 1992-1995 Bosnian Muslims attacked by their neighbours and betrayed by the world community could hope to see justice done only in heaven. However, not even betrayed and embittered Bosnian Muslims were a good material for the develoment of religious extremisim, not to mention terrorism. For something like that it was necessary to import extreme and agressive interpretation of Islam. 
This „import“ of Wahhabism that took place during the years of aggression (1992-1995) was very costly for the image of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The crimes that were committed by mujahedin were the key reason for the prosecution at the ICTY of high-ranking  officers of the Bosnian Army, as well as for the indictement of Rasim Delic, commander if chief of the Bosnian Army. He was charged with crimes that mujahedin commited.
   
The mujahedin came to Bosnia during the war despite the fact that late Alija Izetbegovic, the then President of Bosnia and Herzegovina, made it clear to islamic world that Bosnia does not need fighters but arms. The issue of mujahedin activities during the war, reasons why they came and who sent them is very wide subject that needs to be explored in the future research. In this paper, inheritance of  mujahedin is mentioned only to link the present problem Bosnian state has with this extremists' inerpretation of Islam.

Wahhabism is a kind of religious ideology which is dominant in Saudi Arabia. It is interesting that in the exported version of that ideology most members will call themseleves selefists, and not Wahhabists. For example, Wahhabists in Bosnia will not allow any kind of amblems attached to their interpretations of islam. They call themselves „a true believers“, and insist that their way of practicing is the „right way“.
 Short sleaves, long beards, covered faces of their female members with hijab, as well as a different way of praying in mosques are features that distinguish them so much from the Bosnian Muslims whose apperance is European. 
Wahhabi Muslims in Bosnia, even though they refuse to call themselves that way, seem to be more agressive in their public discourse towards Bosnian Muslims then towards members of other religions in this country. There are so many proofs that Wahhabists have their mission in Bosnia, which is really a mission to convert as many Bosnian Muslims as possible to the Wahhabi interpretation of Islam. 

There are many estimates of how many mujahedins were in Bosnia during the war, and the numbers vary from 500 to 3000. Wahhabies we have today is Bosnian war inheritance, and it is also difficult to make assesment of how many of them is today. Recently, Prizma agency which specialises in the research of public opinion conducted a telephone poll, and according to them 3,3%  of adult Muslims in Bosnia declared themselves as Wahhabi, while 12,5% did not feel like that but supported the idea of wahhabism.
 Having in mind that that most of Wahhabies do not even call themselves that way,  these research results are rather questionable.Therefore, we could conclude that there was no proper research done in that respect. However, judging from their appearance in public, it is obvious that year after year, Wahhabies are more and more influential, and that their attempts to convert people from the Bosnian way of practicing Islam to Wahhabism are  reaping results. 
Recent mass attendance of the funeral of one of the leaders of Wahhabists in Bosnia, Jusuf Barcic-who died in the car accident- showed that this movement in Bosnia should not be ignorred any longer. Around 3000 angry Wahhabists attended the funeral and showed hostility towards journalists. Pictures that were broadcast on national television were scary not because of their fisical appearance, but because of the anger they were showing towards all others outside their world. 

Based on the television coverage of this funeral, few conclusions can be drawn on the Wahhabi movement in Bosnia:

a) they are very hostile towards the world of „others“ that do not belong to their community

b) for the time being, that hostility is aimed more at Bosnian Muslims who are not willing to give up their traditional Bosnian interpretation of Islam

c) the fact that Wahhabists came to the funeral in an organised manner, from all parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina – as well as from several European countries -  shows that they are very well conected and organised, which also means that Wahhabism is spreading through Bosnia in a rather organised fashion
Silence of intellectuals
So far, Bosnian academic circles have vastly ignorred the fact that Wahhabism is a threat not only to the Bosnian islamic tradition, but also a potential threat to a stable security situation. Only four or five profesors from the Faculty of Islamic Sciences have warned that Wahhabism on a long term can be a potential security treat to Bosnia.  There are few reasons for a silence of intelectuals.  

First of all, a threat of terrorism was attached to the Bosnian Muslims throughout the war, which was a completelly unjust and unfounded accusation, heavilly used to cover up genocide committed by Serb forces, as well as the crimes against humanity committed by Croat forces.
Secondly, Bosnian Muslims are traditionally tollerant and have a respect for other religions. That is partly due to the Ottoman tradition of millets, which gave space to all monoteistic religions to co-exist in Bosnia. Therefore, the arrival of Wahhabism was tolerated, even though it was allien to them. Also, during the first years after the war, it was rare and did not represent a threat to their practice and tradition of Islam.

The third reason why Bosnian academia did not engage in analysis of Wahhabism is because most of the intellectuals are worried that they would enter a sphere of analysis where it is not precisely defined where the border is between the freedom of religious expression and guaranteed human rights, and when the abuse of religious freedom becomes a threat to security.

There is a also an additional fourth reason why most of the intellectuals are reluctant to discuss this issue, and this could be found in the well know notion of intellectual conformity which refuses to engage in discussions that are loaded with controversy of the unknown and not sufficiently investigated field.
And the fifth reason why Bosnian intellectuals refuse to treat Wahhabism as a security issue is certainly connected to the anger that many feel towards the West and its treatment of Muslims around the world. This negative stereotype of Islam in the West is something that the majority of Muslims in Bosnia do recognize. Behavior of American soldiers in Afganistan and Iraq, torture of prisoners in Guantanamo and horrible scenes from Abu Graib created negative image of the West in Bosnia and strengthened the argument that Muslims are the key victims of imperialist American policies in the Islamic World. This argument was further supported by the case of the Algerian group, naturalized Bosnian citizens first indicted and then cleared by the Bosnian court of the terrorism charges. According to Judgement of the Bosnian High court they were cleared of all charges and their release is ordered January 17,2002. Despite that fact, they were handed over to Americans by the Bosnian police and ended up in Guantanamo prison.
 
And this brings us to a paradox situation when Bosnian intellectuals by strongly fighting against a stereotyped negative image and mistreatment of Muslims in the West could not see negative reflections of Wahhabism for the future of Bosnia and for the image of the Bosnian Muslims. Security check ups and mistreatment of Muslims that “look like Muslims” in the  airports and cities around the Western world have made the impression that the security agencies treat every Muslim as a possible terrorist. By condemning  unconditionally this unjustified mistreatment of Muslims around the world, Bosniak intellectuals refused to acknowledge that spreading of Wehhabi ideology throughout Bosnia poses a security treat for Bosnia.
Terrorism and genocide

Additional reason why Bosniak intellectuals, as well as the general population, refuse any thought of possible terrorist danger for Bosnia is the fact that the genocide process is still ongoing in this country. According to Gregory Stenton, a genocide process has eight stages and its final phase is denial.
 This certainly is the phase in which Bosnia is now. Bosnian Serbs refuse to accept responsibility for genocide and as a result of that, genocide survivors are often subject to mistreatment. In the shadow of daily opening of mass graves containing bodies of genocide victims, Bosnian Serb politicians often try to distract public discussion with talks about the threat of Islamic terrorism. 
Illustrative is the example of the former police minister Dragomir Andan who worked closely to general Ratko Mladic, indicted of genocide in Bosnia. During the discussion about the police reform in Bosnia, former minister Andan, with the intent to divert discussion from integration processes of the police structures in Bosnia, held a press conference and warned that al-Qaeda network has its cells in Bosnia.

At the same time, injustices that are done by the institutions of Republika Serpska and its police amount to the level of the organized state terrorism. The latest example of genocide survivor Fata Orlovic will serve us to illustrate this point. Fata Orlovic after the war ended, returned to her house in Konjevic Polje and found illegally built church in her courtyard. Fata Orlovic unsuccessfully fought to remove this church from her courtyard and suffered greatly from the provocations of the Orthodox priest and a few extremist Serbs that would occasionally come to the mass in Fata’s courtyard. After one of the angry exchanges that Fata Orlovic had with the Orthodox priest who held a service with the intention of provoking her,  charges are brought against her on the basis that she “spread religious hatred and intolerance”. On April 16, 2007 first instance court declared that Fata Orlovic was not guilty.
 
These kind of injustices that are done by the Orthodox church - which participated in the mobilization of Serbs for genocide
 and nowadays participates in the eight stage of genocide, which is denial – creates among the Bosnian Muslim population a feeling that justice cannot be achieved through legal institutions. Not to mention the feeling of repressed anger that most Bosniaks have, due to the fact that the international community rewarded Bosnian Serbs for genocide with the half of the Bosnian territory, and allowed them to keep almost all of their war conquests. Cases like Fata Orlovic’s and extreme national rhetoric of the Bosnian Serb leaders are the best way to turn more and more Bosnian Muslims towards extreme interpretations of Islam, whose only available form in Bosnia at present is Wahhabism.

Therefore the Bosnian Serb denial of genocide and the extreme nationalistic rhetoric of some of their leaders shows that the successful program of terrorist prevention cannot be done without the program of genocide prevention. Genocide studies have shown that as long as there is a denial of genocide, there is also a threat that genocide could happen again.

The first judgment for terrorism

In spite of complicated political situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina the Office of the Prosecutor at the newly created State Court (Sud BiH) managed to prosecute the first case of terrorism. The first instance Judgment is pronounced on January 10, 2007.  The judgment in the case “Bektasevic and others” is very significant since that it is the first successfully prosecuted case on terrorism charges in the whole region. 
The judgment in many ways was a result of international cooperation, starting from the very first operational information that the Federation interior ministry received from the police from Denmark. Apparently Bektasevic was in contact with a militant imam from Denmark, named Abdul Basid.

Bektasevic was sentenced to 15 years and four months, while Abdulkadir Cesur was sentenced to a 13 years and four months. Bosnian citizen Bajro Ikanovic who was also proven guilty on charges of terrorism and he was given eight years sentence. The fourth person indicted, Senad Hasanovic, who cooperated with the Prosecution was charged for illegal possession of arms, and he was given 2 and a half years sentence. All members of this group were the followers of the Wahhabism.
This group was arrested as a result of surveillance operation, and the first lead, as mentioned earlier, came from the police in Denmark. During the police raid, the following incriminating evidence is found: suicide vest, significant amount of explosive, pistols with silencer, as well as incriminating video tape which contained instructions for the bomb making as well as the following video message: 
‘Allahu Ekber. The brothers are preparing for attack here. They are showing us things which they are going to use for the attack. These brothers are ready to attack and Inshallah they will attack al-Qufar who are killing our brothers and Muslims in Iraq, Afganistan, and many other countries. This weapon is going to be used against Europe, against those whose forces are in Iraq and Afganistan. These two brothers sold their lives to please Allah, to help their brothers and sisters. They are Muslims. Their time is coming. They are ready to attack, therefore do not think that we have forgotten about you. We are here, we are planning and we have everything ready.”

 Ahmet Halebic, state prosecutor who lead this case is more than satisfied with international cooperation.
 Thanks to first information they received from Denmark, surveillance of suspects was short and very successful. Prosecutor Halebic is not sure that this case would end up in sentencing judgment, hadn’t there been a help from the police agencies as well as forensic experts from the  United Kingdom, United States, Sweden and Denmark. Prosecution also prepared around 30 expert reports for this trial. 
Crucial evidence was a video tape on the basis of which the Prosecution was proving terrorist intent, and this expertise was done by the FBI forensic experts. Important expertise was done by the Scotland Yard, and that was a phonetic expertise which had the aim of proving that the voice from the tape belonged to the first accused in this case, Mirsad Bektasevic.  
During the interview prosecutor Halebic emphasized the importance of international expertise: ‘The international cooperation was a distinguishing feature of this case. FBI, Scotland Yard and other agencies gave us their expertise for free, and also exchange of information went smoothly and without any complications’.

Another source in the agency SIPA, spoke on condition of confidentiality and explained to us why there was no problems with information exchange:

‘The first information came from Denmark police to the Federal ministry of interior. After that the State prosecutor took over the investigation and there was no problem with overlapping with other agencies that also investigate terrorism in Bosnia’.
 

Other intelligence sources interviewed for this paper emphasized that complicated police structure is a key issue that is the obstacle for the investigation of terrorism in Bosnia. 

On the level of Council of Ministers there is the Task force group for the fight against terrorism, however our sources have indicated that nobody is very happy to share information about the investigation of terrorism. One of the key problems is the fact that there is no united police structure in Bosnia and Herzegovina and that nobody has an obligation to share information with others. Integration of the Bosnian police, our sources emphasized, is the first step which will help the future successful fight against terrorism.
Conclusion

There is no doubt that on the ideological level 'war against international terrorism' demands more subtlety, effort and time.
 When we talk about specific approaches in individual countries general socio-political context in which extremist elements find space to develop have to be taken into account.   
When we talk about Bosnia, it is important to turn the eight stage of genocide – the denial - into its ending phase - the recognition of genocide. Providing more justice for the victims of genocide will prevent their inclination towards aggressive religious expressions. Also investigating attacks on returnees and punishing responsible in Republika Srpska would contribute to the balance of justice. 

The international community should play a more proactive role in this process, and press the Republika Srpska officials to acknowledge genocide that the Serbian forces committed in Bosnia. Therefore the follow up on the Judgement of the International Court of Justice which confirmed genocide in Bosnia is of utmost importance.
As far as the international community is concerned, it is also of utmost importance to publicly acknowledge that Wahhabism is being exported from Saudi Arabia. According to Evan Kohleman, Saudi Arabia as the first country of Islam has accepted totally puritan interpretation of this religion. He adds that Saudi Arabia attempts to inspire other countries as well to introduce Islamic theocracy. Ideological work is usually not enough, and this aim can be achieved by neutralisation of the infidel governments through revolutionary methods. Kohleman adds that a state such as Saudi Arabia cannot allow to be linked with those actions. Therefore, the solution is to export Wahhabism as a form of ideology to other parts of the world. When this ideology is spread beyond Saudi borders, it is called Selefism.

‘That is the ideological foundation of Al-Kai'da. It is surprising how Selefism managed to spread through the world. The main reason is that Saudi money is being used for that. Philosophy of the ruling Saudi elite is that jihad is great, but not in Saudi Arabia. As long as you are ready for jihad against infidels around the world, that is good and we shall give you money for that’ says Kohlman.

Also Saudi Arabia generously donated money to Bosnia and Herzegovina. However, that money is conditioned so that the mosques that are built in Bosnia have to architecturally resembles mosques in Saudi Arabia; this includes setting up libraries that mainly have literature that spreads Wahhabi propaganda; as well as educational camps in which Bosnian Muslims are being converted from the Bosnian version of Islam into Wahhabism. 
In comparison to Saudi Arabia it is interesting to notice that even though Iran was generous with the donations after the war in Bosnia, its financial help was not conditioned with similar Shia conversions of Bosnian Muslims. Iran, unlike Saudi Arabia is not an ally of the United States. Therefore it is reasonable to conclude that on the high political level it is possible to influence Saudi government to take actions to stop the export of Wahhabism. When asked why some Bosniaks accepted this aggressive religious ideology one of the intelligence sources I spoke to responded: ‘They get paid for it. The key in the prevention of Wehhabism is to cut of its financing’. 
To promote more tolerant communication the representatives of Islamic community should get involved in additional education of Muslim believers and open up the dialogue with Wehhabi community.  According to available information most of the Bosnian Muslims that accepted Wehhabism come from a poor socio-economic background. They are frequently former drug addicts or young people with history of criminal behaviour. Since Bosnia does not have capacities to prevent and fight drug addiction it does not come as a surprise that this vulnerable people seek support in alternative networks, some of which are Wahhabi. One of our intelligence sources spoke to the father of the former drug addict who told him: ‘Previous treatments did not help him. Since he became Wehhabi, he is not on drugs any longer. Honestly, I prefer him being religious extremist then the drug addict’. 
In conclusion I would like to emphasize that the idea of this paper was not to advocate for infringement on religious freedoms, nor to say that every Wehhabi Muslim in Bosnia or anywhere else in the world is a potential terrorist. Still we need to bear in mind that each extreme form of religious or national expression can be easily manipulated especially among less educated population, and especially in the country with fragile national inter-relations. This is confirmed through the case of extreme Serbian nationalism, which was fuelled by the Orthodox Church during aggression 1992-1995, and led to genocide of Bosniaks. Therefore we should learn from the past, leave stereotypes about each other behind and try to build environment that is more tolerant. Right now the best policy in preventing terrorism in Bosnia and Herzegovina is by developing more tolerant society.
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