Campaign against the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights: Continuation and End - 2 
The polemic over the Helsinki Committee’s annual report for the year 2007 triggered off by Slobodan Antonic’s column in the Pecat magazine of September 12 continued unabatedly in early October 2008. After the extreme rightist groups that propagate cleric-fascist ideas and have been blocking the streets of Belgrade for months in protest against the arrest of Radovan Karadzic tried to force their way into the Committee’s offices on September 30, most media continued to “listen to the voice of the people” and incite the atmosphere of lynch against the organization.
On October 4, 2008, Sonja Biserko and Slobodan Antonic guested the Agora show aired by Radio Belgrade. One of Antonic’s remarks addressed to Sonja Biserko probably best illustrated how ungrounded were his arguments against the Committee’s latest report. Namely, Antonic said that the Committee was tendentiously translating its publications (i.e. the annual report) into English to provide ammunition to foreigners for their “anti-Serb” activity. (He probably alluded to the West in general intent to destroy Serb identity in coalition with human rights organizations in Serbia.) Anti-Western theses as such always come handy for stigmatization of “domestic enemies.” The words are then usually turned into actions – so, the direct outcome of the words uttered on October 4 was, in a way, the incident against Sonja Biserko on October 5, 2008. Namely, two unidentified men, dressed all in black, stalked her outside the building she live in and outside her apartment. “I immediately called the police and some friends of mine. When my friend showed up the two run away,” said the Chairwoman of the Helsinki Committee.
A day later, on October 6, the most “popular” tabloid, Kurir, carried integrally an open letter by convict Milorad Ulemek Legija, found guilty of Premier Djindjic’s assassination, to his “patriotic public.” The letter brimmed with the most vulgar expressions about Sonja Biserko, the expressions that nothing but fuel extremism and violence.
 On the grounds of verbal assaults and threats to Sonja Biserko’s safety, the Helsinki Committee demanded the police protection. The police have not responded so far. 
The day after the incident outside Sonja Biserko’s apartment, on October 6, Sonja Liht, president of the Fund for Political Excellence, guested the Polygraph talk show broadcast by TV B92. Referring to the Helsinki Committee’s annual report, Sonja Liht said, “I take such a report would have been more appropriate for an institute dealing with political analyses…I my opinion, human rights organizations should not deal with political analyses.” Commenting Milorad Ulemek Legija’s open letter, she said, “For me, that’s scandalous. This polemic as a whole indicates our poor democratic culture. A report as this one would have never been publicized in a country with strong democratic and political culture and, consequently, the rights and physical safety of the report’s author would have not been jeopardized.”
 Sonja Liht’s stands were obviously meant to put across the message that (from then on) the state considered the campaign counterproductive. Following her interview, the media stopped campaigning against the Helsinki Committee.  
The weeks-long campaign against the Helsinki Committee testified of two major facts – that the state would not adequately respond on the one hand, and that international organizations such as the OSCE Mission to Serbia were concerned with safety of human rights defenders in the country on the other. This once again raises the question of human rights organizations’ activity in Serbia – actually, does the state perceive their activism as welcome or unwelcome? By failing to react to discrimination of human rights activists, and threats to their safety, the state practically puts across the message that discrimination and threats are tolerable in the society as a whole. 
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