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           DOES EXIT FESTIVAL
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The Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia (HCHRS), namely the Belgrade office with the assistance of the Novi Sad office, conducted a series of interviews during the Exit Festival.  This particular festival, for the past several years, has become a brand that Serbia has attempted to export in order to show another face to the world.   This music festival gathers mostly the youth who are progressive and who do not have xenophobic tendencies, since the festival welcomes tens of thousands of foreigners every year.  This kind of exposure to the foreign visitors definitely has positive influences on the Serbian youth which was ostracized from the rest of the world in much of the 90’.

During the four days of the festival some 15 individuals were interviewed about their opinions on Serbia, the European Union and how these two fit together.  The European Union is not just improved access to jobs, education and other institutions it also a union of shared values and goals and ideals. As such it was necessary to see whether the youth, that attended the Exit festival, believed in he shared value systems, or were they just interested in the immediate gratification that the European Union seemingly offers.  

The Exit festival, due to its fame outside of Serbia, is often associated with Europe, globalization and as such the festival is often even seen as a representation of the European Union and almost everything Western.  This project within a project was an excellent opportunity to get some opinions from Serbia’s best local product, its youth.

The following interviews were conducted by the Helsinki Committee’s youth group over the course of four days and the answers and comments bellow reflect some of the most frequent answers to the following: Does Exist festival bring Serbia and the European Union closer together? 
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-“Exit, as a festival, really does connect Serbia with the European Union, not just the European Union but I have a feeling it connects us with the whole world”  -
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-“Thanks to Exit Festival Serbia is surely closer to the European union, it’s because of the young people that come here, and it seems they represent the best of Serbia, and the force that can take us where we should go and that is surely the European Union”-

-“Serbia has also lot to offer to E.U as well, so its not a one sided relationship, but obviously this doesn’t sit well with certain politicians and that’s why we are still not there”-
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-“Exit festival promotes Serbia very well, by bringing foreign guests here, it also showcases Serbian performers and what Serbia can really offer.  And what besides Exit contributes to all of this is the young people, but the problem is that they are all leaving”-
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-“ Exit festival connects us by bringing together young people who share different experiences, but we are connected to the European Union just through raw materials, we have something they need and they are looking to get to it nicely and through civil means ”-
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· “ I don’t think festivals such as Exit really bring Serbia closer to Europe.  This is a music festival and it really has no influence on whether we join a supranational organization, I think Exit is something greater than politics and economic because it attempts to do away with all of those things.  As for what connects Serbia with the European Union… ?  A few roads. ” –
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· “ I don’t see Serbia in the European Union simply because we are not ready for it.  We are used to on type of lifestyle, they are accustomed to another type of lifestyle and I don’t think we are capable of changing “-
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-“Europe provides the possibility for movement, for people to come and go.  When one walks around, the festival and the city, there is a unique opportunity to hear foreign languages, English most of all, but other languages as well.  This, somehow, manages to influence and change this small xenophobic place we call home”-

“ It also has a positive civilisational influence because the ordinary citizen can see that these ‘strangers’ is nothing to be afraid of, and that societies that move forward are one’s where there is a lot of movement, people coming and going.”

-Teofil Pančić- Journalist for the weekly “Vreme”
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